




























v,. - COMMUNISM 

HISTORY OF THE EXPERIMENT 
AT NAUVOO OF THE ICAR- 
iAN SETTLEMENT. 

! Tlie science of sciology occupies 
j many minds. Governments are ev- 
! ery day more and more embarassed. 
(The social question, like a night- 
imare, disturbs the sleep of our rol¬ 
lers. They see, they feel something: 
[growing:, the clogging of the eco- 
jtiomical system. They fear 9ome 
l disturbances, some explosions, 
j Strikes are becoming more frequent. 
All the isms ring in their ears. So¬ 
cialism, collectivism, communism, 
anarchism, etc. The people criti" 
cise the present organization; they 
conceive and propose nfew theories; 
some of them are boisterous, show 
dispositions to use violent means. 
We read in the papers of armed or¬ 
ganizations of communists in some 
cities. As we have some people and 
perhaps there are some among your 
^readers who are disposed to favor 
the communistic system- For their 
ibenelit and edification I will give a 
(condensed historical sketch of the 
j Icarian community, established at 
Nauvoo. Show' the demoralizing 
influence of communism on men and 
its inadaptabilityto human nature. 

Etienne Cabet was born at Dijon, 
France, and was the son of a coop¬ 
er. He received a good education, 
studied law and became notorious. 
His great clearness and force of argu¬ 
mentation made him an eminent or¬ 
ator. He occupied many prominent 
offices; attorney general in Corsica, 
member of the chamber of deputies 
and other positions. He had studied 
Plato, Morse. Babcuff. Fourier and 
Christ. He wrote a work entitled 
‘‘True Christianity,” where he dem¬ 
onstrated that Christ was a com¬ 
munist and based his Utopia, or 
new system of organization on 
Christ's moral teaching. 


Having a warm heart, lamenting 
, over the poor condition of the labor- 
ing class.seeing no hope of amelior¬ 
ation in the present system of or¬ 
ganization, believing in the practi¬ 
cability of communism, he resolved 
to give a form to his idea and wrote 
a book named “Voyage en Icarie.” ! 
As a theorical work it is a marvel. 
It is perfectly splendid. It shows a ! 
nation' under the communistic or-' 
ganization. The people happy. No 
poor, no rich. Every one enjoying 
the luxury and comfort of life, every 
one imbued with the consciousness 
of duty, striviug to do better than 
the? rest, giving good examples, no 
saloons, no churches, no houses of 
prostitution, no gambling, no mur¬ 
ders, no thieves, no speculators, no 
capitalists, no millionaires. 

It just filled the aspirations of 
those w.lio wanted radical reform. 

Cabet, though fighting the estab¬ 
lished order of things, was a law 
abiding citizen. Was opposed to 
bloody revolutions. He always ad¬ 
vised his followers not to take part 
in any secret societies, but to abide j 
laws and give in all and every re¬ 
respect an example of morality and 
good behavior. He could talk the 
language of the people and acquired 
a strong influence and reverence. 
Many called him “Father” and a 
second Christ. He published a pa¬ 
per "Le Populaire, ” and it was thru 
this organ he communicated with 
his adepts all over France. As 
soon as he was satisfied his theory 
was well understood, he resolved to 
wait no lpnger to put it into prac¬ 
tice; asked the French government 
the privilege to try the experiment 
in France. The government most 
respectfully declined, being afraid 
of contagion. He then proposed to 
emigrate to the United States where 
freedom reigned supreme. He suc¬ 
ceeded in obtaining from a company 
a land grant of several thousand 












ii Texas. He made an appeal streams were swollen, the roads 
ir some volunteers to form the ad- muddy, but they were young and 


vance guard arid in February, 1848, 
sixty-nine men met with him in 
Paris willing to leave their families 
in France to go to a mostly wild 
country to establish the new colony 
and prepare the way to the thou¬ 
sands who were ready to follow. 
Cabet presided at the meeting and 
set them in knowledge of the hard 
task they were undertaking. He 
explained to them that in order to 
make a success of communism they 
had to renounce individualism, ego¬ 
tism, make complete abnegation of 
their ownselves and submit to the 

dictation of the majority. 

rm.-1. - - ' jit they 

During the early ’90s the late E. 

Vallet wrote a history of the Icarian 
colony. Gus Vallet informs us that 
his father had clippings of the history 
taken from the Keokuk Gate City in 
which it was originally published, 
pasted in a scrap book and that this 
book disappeared from the Vallet' 

home. He thinks it was stolen or 
borrewed by someone who never re¬ 
turned it. He has suspicions as to its 


whereabouts and he will get it if it 
requires a search warrant. 
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courageous and it was only fun to 
them. When on the jSlace they be¬ 
gan to build houses and till the soil. 
The yveather was beautiful, the sun 
mild, the air filled with the melo¬ 
dious-voices of birds; the herds of 
wild horses coming near their settle¬ 
ment j»t the bugle sound, the luxur¬ 
ious vegetation of a most tropical 
climate, the good quality of the new 
cultivated soil, made them believe, 
they had found the garden of Eden. 
Jn the month of June the sun of 
Texas and the miasmas of the new 
soil began to exert their influence 
on the courageous toilers. The ma¬ 
laria made its appearance; twenty- 
five or thirty were affected with the 
malignant fever and in a short time 
nine of them died. They had not 
received any news yet from their 
mother country, but had discovered 
that their director “Gouhenant, ' 
whom Cabet and themselves had 
placed their confidence was a Jesuit, 
a traitor. (They shaved his head 
and chased him ignominously 
away.) They became discouraged, 
j One morning they received the news 
t when ! that a revolution had taken place in 
^ cuiuai kcu ai me ciry 1 of Lei France and the republic proclaimed. 
Havre!" , The Pioneers of Humanity! They hesitated a few days what to 
(as they called themselves) looked, do. but the insalubrity of the dit 
splendid in their black velvet suits, mate and the hope of a better gw* 
Thbdsands of friends and co-parti-; «n«fen4 in France contributed to 
sans accompanied them to the sail-j their decision to abandon the enter¬ 


ing, vessel. The air resounded with 
wishes of success,songs of hope and 
i love. The presa of the country had 
to admit that the demonstration 
was imposing but calm. 

Those sixty-nine men, selected 
among the best laboring element, 
the choice of the worthy, moral and 
industrious, reached their destina¬ 
tion—Texas. From Shreveport on 
tfie Red river, they had to travel 


prise. Carrying their sick, they ret¬ 
rograded to Shreveport, where they 
met a second advance guard com-j 
posed of twenty-eight members. 
They consulted and decided to go to 
New Orleans. When they arrived 
there they met a third departure 
composed of ninety members men, 
women and children. They were 
without a leader. Not knowing 
what to do they wrote to Cabet 


overland a few hundred miles. The for advice. Cabet hesitated for a mo- 
















ment whether he should order them 
back, or go and join them. His best 
friends advised‘him to stay; that he 
could do more for the cause in 
Prance than in the United States. 
But he was too deeply engaged al¬ 
ready and he thought best to start 
for New Orleans, where he met the 
disheartened communists. 

The presence of the head, the 
father,gave them courage.. They 
mained there over winter, it being 
not the proper time of year to go 
north. As they renounced Texas as 
too unhealthy, early in the spring 
of 1849 they sent a commission to 
explore the Mississippi. The com¬ 
mission, composed of three members 
arriving at Nauvoo, found the place 
just evacuated by the Mormons, va¬ 
cant houses, land in cultivation; 
t hey thought the place well adapted 
and returned quickly to New Or¬ 
leans, when it was decided to try 
the experiment at Nauvoo. The 
cholera had made its appearance 
and several' of them died from it. 

• They lost a few while on the riveri 
and after they reached Nauvoo the 
disease continued to exert its dead¬ 
ly influence. They buried theii 
dead at night all over town, not to 
awaken the suspicion of the inhab¬ 
itants, but nevertheless their enthu¬ 
siasm was strong, and though they 
had suffered considerably physical- 


^ COMMUNISM 

HISTORY OF THE EXPERIMENT 
AT NAUVOO OF THE ICAR- 
iAN SETTLEMENT. 

For the benefit of your readers 
who are not aware of what Icarian 
communism means, before going 
any further I will have to explain. 

Icarius is famous for having 
manufactured a pair of wings com¬ 
posed of beeswax; adapted these 
wings to his body and attempted 
the ascension to Heaven. As he as¬ 
cended towards the sun,the heat be¬ 
came so intense that the wings 
melted and Icarius fell flat on the 
earth, realizing that he ’ 
pretensious and better remain on 
this planet. (This is about what the 
Icarian communists have done as 
the experiment will show.) For 
what reason Cabet selected that 
name I do not know. 

The new society was based 
arriage and the family. The prin¬ 
ciple of free love was not admitted 
by the Icarians. To the exception 
of the family, everything ! ‘ 4 ’ 

common among them. No private 
property, no monies, no poor, no 
rich, no competition, no antagon¬ 
ism; complete solidarity. Thestrong 
working for the feeble, the sick; 
the one working for all and all 
working for one; everyone produc- 


ly, the moral, the spiritual, was all | ; ng . acc0 rding to his strength, his 
right. They were young, willing to j talent, his skill and consuming ac- 
suffer—even willing to die—for the" cor ding to his wants. No lawyers, 
cause, and confident in themselves but arbitrators. The schools open 
and the principles,they began(under to a p children equally, 
the leadership of the father,the sec- suffrage for men above twenty 
ond Christ) the establishment of years 0 f age, women having the de- 
Paradise on earth. Hberative right and 












eiyiugh enlightened, the consultative 
rig-lit. The people having- its full 
and, Complete sovereignty; making 
its own laws and willing- to submit 
td the dictation of the majority. 
Women rehabilited, cherished and 
respected. Love, confidence, secur¬ 
ity, happiness. 

j Our pioneers were' not rich, but 
they inhaled the pure air of freedom. 
Uncle Sam left them perfectly free 
to try their experiment. I doubt if 
the president of the United States 
at that time ever noticed their pres¬ 
ence on this continent. Their neigh¬ 
bors were friendly, well disposed to 
favor them. They treated them as 
the countrymen of Lafayette. They 
had nothing to struggle against, 
but human nature;their own nature. 
They had the will power, the skill 
as mechanics, a new and rich coun¬ 
try and complete freedom. 

Their first move was to organize 
their government. They had in 
France elected E. Cabet dictator for 
the term of ten years. On the re¬ 
mark from some American citizens 
it was contrary to the institutions 
of the country, they concluded to 
have a president for the term of one 
year. Cabet was elected unanimous- 
fly. The ministorium was composed 
of four directors, one of finance, one 
of industry and agriculture, one 
of nourishment and clothing and 
one of public instruction. They es¬ 
tablished a branch in St. Louis, 
Mo., as a means of exportation for 
j their products, (industrial products). 
A large proportion of the members 
j were tailors or shoemakers by trade 
i Being in need of money, they had 
i fifteen to twenty members manu- 
' facturing clothing and shoes which 
‘ they sold in St. Louis. They also 
purchased a flour mill and distillery 
'and began the manufacturing of 
i flour and whisky. 


They were offered land, farms at 
very low figures, but Cabet had ex¬ 
amined the ruins of the Mormon 
Temple, that could be seen at ten 
miles distance. They had not 
money enough to buy both, land 
and the ruins, but those ruins work¬ 
ed on Cabet's brains. They were 
renowned already and when con¬ 
nected with his name, they both 
would add to each other’s glory. A 
few of the members would have pre¬ 
ferred investing the money in land. 
They thought that it was not prac¬ 
tical, not wise to think of glory, of 
monuments when they had no cer¬ 
tainty of having bread for their 
family, but the prestige, the re¬ 
spect, confidence in the father was 
so great that those thoughts re¬ 
mained buried in their bosoms. No 
one dared to utter a word in opposi¬ 
tion to Cabet,and his will prevailed. 
They bought the-ruins foiS the sum 
of one thousand dollars, of which 
they paid five hundred, and the in¬ 
habitants of Nauvoo five hundred, 
contributed as a donation. They 
rented houses and farms. They or¬ 
ganized their schools, a music band 
composed of thirty-six pieces, a 
choir and a theatrical club. They 
also had a good library. As every 
one, in order to be admitted, had to 
pay an admission fee of four hun¬ 
dred francs ($80,00,) and clothing 
enough for four years, the clothing 
question was easy to manage. The 
food, the diet was an every day 
question. They could not always 
procure very selected nutriment. 
Pork and beans made their appear-, 
ancequite often on the table. Many of 
them had been accustomed to more 
delicacies, especially the women. 
They wejje willing to deprive them¬ 
selves of all the comforts of life,but 
it lasted too long: some became 
tired; they made ready to leave. As 













they renounced all earthly rights to 
private property and bequeathed 
all they possessed to the community 
they had to leave without a penny 
in. a strange country, not knowing 
the language. The inhabitants of 
Nauvoo gave an entertainment for 
their benefit to defray their expen¬ 
ses to St. Louis. Some worked in 
Nauvoo until they earned enough to 
enable them to travel. Their for¬ 
mer brothers and father were 
placable. Being in a precarious 
financial condition themselves, they 
refused any aid whatever. No mon¬ 
ey, not even their own tools to exer-‘ 
cise their professions, were restitu¬ 
ted to them. They were considered 
as enemies and treated as such. 

Cowards, traitors, felons, were the 
epithets thrown in their faces. 

They had not the qualifications of 
true communists. They were too 
selfish; too much under the influence 
of the old world habits. 

Being not prepared to receive new 
recruits, they ordered the emigra¬ 
tion to stop. They began to de¬ 
crease innumber,but the enthusiasm 
was so great in France that a 
expedition, composed of forty', 
reached Nauvoo in the fall of 1849. 

Myself and family came alone; my 
father and mother could not bear 
the idea to wait any longer to estab¬ 
lish paradise on earth. We reached 
Nauvoo, Ill., on March, 17th, 1850. 

While in St. Louis (where we had to mo "ey of his 


fuseSTb-femit all, 1 
to remit half. Cabet bought the 
necessary articles he needed, start¬ 
ed back to Nauvoo, paid cabin fare 
for him and his assistant,' with our 
I money and told us to stay and take 
the next boat and come on deck. 
Such little incidents,little nothings, 
have more important consequences 
'than they are credited with. White 
my father made the acquain¬ 
tance of a man, also on his way to 
Nauvoo. He had not the required 
amount of money to be admitted, 
but intended to work at New Or¬ 
leans, (where he had some friends), 
luntil he realized enough money to 
pay his way and admission fee. The 
man was married. His wife not 
'endorsing his communistic views, 
refused to follow him. He left her 
and started. My father, convinced 
of the good moral and physical 
qualifications of the man, offered to 
furnish him the money, and he con¬ 
sented to come along. When at 
Nauvoo we made our application for 
membership, so did our companion. 
Cabet opposed his admission 
ground that he had left his 
France. One of the members pres¬ 
ent at the meeting remarked that E. 
Cabet himself was in the same con¬ 
dition, that he not only had left his 
wife, but his children. Neverthe¬ 
less the man was not admitted. 
Cabet knew that the man had no 
He did not care 


remain a couple of days,as the river 
was too full of ice and boats were 
not running any farther north,) we 
met the father and one of the secre¬ 
taries trying in vain to borrow 
money. My father having $500.00 
was welcome. The father asked 
my father to remit those $500.00 ii 


to have any more members,but mon¬ 
ey, and knowing that he would get 
all the money my father had with¬ 
out admitting the man, he opposed 
him and urged my father to try to 
recover the money advanced by him 
to pay the fare from New Orleans to 
Nauvoo for that man. My father 


.......ITately. My father, though very, W fused to do s0 - s *ying it was not 

enthusiastic, found the request very a loan but a 
daring, having never seen Cabet be¬ 
fore, not being on the place, yet re- 











| COMMUNISM 

. HISTORY OF THE EXPERIMENT 
I AT NAUVOO OF THE ICAR- 
IAN SETTLEMENT. 

• Early in spring- of 1850 on Cabet’s 
proposition, they decided to rebuild 
' the Mormon Temple. The stone 
1 work only was standing, walls six¬ 
ty feet high. . The upper stories 
and tower wgre constructed of wood 
and had been destroyed by fire. 
They sent an agent north to pur¬ 
chase the necessary timber and in 
the month of June the masons be¬ 
gan to lay the foundation to rest 
the columns or pilasters to support 
the floors. The 27th of June eleven 
; men were at work on the interior of 
the building. I was one of them. 
At 3 o’clock p. m. a distant report 
of thunder announced the approach 
of a storm. At their request I step¬ 
ped out to ascertain whether it was 
a severe storm or not. Seeing only 
in insignificant cioud, I reported no 
danger. We continued to work. The 
basement of said temple was divid¬ 
ed into small rooms on either side. 

' Two of these rooms had been cover¬ 
ed with boards. One on the north 
side to store green hides. The oth¬ 
er on the south side to store tools. 
(Suddenly a furious wind began to 
(blow; four of the masons fearing 
the non-solidity of the walls, left to 
seek shelter elsewhere. Seven of us 
remained, taking refuge in the tool 
room on the south side, ff there is 
a Providence it was on our side, for 
hardly had we taken our position 
than the tornado began to tear 
small rocks from the top of the walls 
and flew in every direction. We be- 
j came frightened. Some proposed 
j to run away, Others opposed it on 
, the ground that it was dangerous, 
as those loose rocks could fall on 
our heads and kill us. Before we 
1 had decided whether we should stay 
[ or run. one of us that was watching 


exclaimed: “Friends, we are lost, I 
the north wall is caving'in!" And 
so it was. A wall sixty feet high 
was coming on us, having only forty 
feet to expand. We fled to the south¬ 
west corner, deafened with terror. I 
for one heard nothing. The fall of 
that wall was heard three miles 
away in the country. We looked at 
one another. All alive, but as white 
as sheets. The wind was terriilic. 
the rain was blinding ns. The cloud 
was touching the ground. The 
most severe storm I ever witnessed 
in Nauvoo. We were mostly para¬ 
lyzed. We expected every minute 
the other walls to come down. Some 
of the top rocks had fallen within 
three feet of us. The east wall was 
three feet out of plumb. “Forward! 
m^rch!” shouted one and on we ran 
over the heaped up rocks more dead 
than alive. When out, it was so 
dark that we could not find any 
gates and jumped over fences. I 
met my father coming to the rescue, 
all alone. Cabet tried to prevent 
him but did not succeed. The storm 
lasted three hours. Several houses 
had been blown down. The)- had 
built their laundry in a creek a half 
mile north of town; twelve women 
were at work. Cabet sent a man to 
find out what had become of them. 
The man came back saying that the 
women were drowned and the house 
carried away. The water was run¬ 
ning twelve feet high in the creek. 
Only the next morning did we re¬ 
ceive the good news that the women 
were all safe, but had hardly time 
to escape through the windows. So 
sudden was the rise of the water 
and in rain and storm ran to a farm j 
house, a quarter of a mile away. A - 
Swiss family had just time to leave 
i brick house that blew down. The 1 
.loss of crops and property was great 
but no lives were lost. 

The fall of that wall ended the re¬ 
building of the temple! 
















The agent they had sent north 
buy timber for the building had 
been gone for several months 
ready, and not receiving any news 
from him it was thot some accident 
happened, perhaps he'd been kill¬ 
ed or drowned. He never came back, 
A love affair, and the news that the 
intention to rebuild the temple w r as 
abandoned had kept him from 
returning, but was alive. He was a 
well educated man and as an archi- 
tect built the capitol of the state of 
Illinois at Springfield. And if I am 
well informed, that at DesMoines 
city, state of Iowa. His name was 
Piquenard. 

The inhabitants of Nauvoo and 
surroundings having expressed 
their disapproval at the manner 
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[. the whole size of the building. The) 
: story was divided into a work¬ 
shop for the ladies—dressmak- 
I ing, ironing and mending, a stage 
for the theatrical performances, and 
the balance, 80 feet long, a dining 
hall. ' A buffet or large stand with 
shelves, moving on a railway from 
the kitchen to the hall, loaded with 
vituals, plates, knives and forks, 
excited the admiration of the visi¬ 
tors. Four painters, artists, decor¬ 
ators, adorned the walls of the halls 
with inscriptions. The Icarian 
principles, moral precepts, could 
be read from one end of the hall 
to the other. They had up to that 
time used at their table the tin gob¬ 
lets and plates. They decided to 
have glasses and porcelain plates. 


The second story was divided into 
those leaving the society were treat- rooms 16s2 0 for lodging, with bal¬ 
ed, without any means whatever, cony all around the building . Each 
fearing to .rritate their neighbors. | fatnil was allowed one room with 
they thought more prudent to allow ) one windo * and one door , tw o chairs 
from $10 to $20 per head' of family. a tab)e a bed and looking . glass;the 
It was also decided that those who hi!dren bein g with their parents 
would be admitted in the future. j on Sunday only and never at night; 
would be entitled to recover one- ] they had their dorma tory in the 
half of the money brought by them L chool houses . Bachelors had one 
and also thei L tools in case they . room for two> or mor e, according to 


I would choose to leave. 

The Icarians in France were 
pressing. Applications were receiv¬ 
ed daily. Some of the faithful were 
writing letters to their friends and 
relations praising the condition of 
the society. Cabet tried to stop the 
emigration but failed. They would 
come without authorization and 
when here had to be admitted. It 
became urgent to erect dwelling 
houses ,and a dining hall. They 
adapted a circular saw to their mill 
and as it was supposed the islands 
opposite Nauvoo had no owners, 
they chopped trees down and con¬ 
verted .them into timber. They 
erected a building 120 feet long and 
40 feet wide with an aisle 30 feet 
long for a kitchen, a large cellar 


the siz§ of the room. They all took 
their repasts in common, except the 
nurses who were allowed a little ex¬ 
tra and at home. They had a hos¬ 
pital for the sick, with an extra 
cook. They also had a pharmacy. 
The use of* whiskey was allowed 
| for those exposed to the weather 
land performing hard labor, even to 
the women, those doing the wash¬ 
ing. Icarians were temperate but 
not tetotalers. They would have 
preferred wine to whiskey but they 
could not succeed in raising the 
fruit, having only in cultivation the 
Frpnch- varities of grapes, that were 
not adapted to this climate. 

Cabet was opposed to the 
tobacco and raised war against it. 
Some of the women folks used snuff 












I***; fwrarie 

habit of chewing-. They raised their 
own tobacco. Cabet forgot Himself 
while arguing against the dirty 
weed, not only to compare those 
who used it to hogs, but said that 
they were filthier. Many had their 
most tender feelings badly hurt. 
They thought it was not the way to 
make them renounce their habits, 
that abusive language never promo¬ 
ted reform. Some got stubborn and 
swore to themselves they would 
smoke anyway. The production in 
all the different branches of indus¬ 
try was small. They were running 
in debt rapidly. The agriculture 
was not remunerative. They could 
not raise corn to supply their dis¬ 
tillery, nor wheat for the flour mill. 
They were drawing heavily on a 
commercial house in St. Louis, and 
all the whiskey and flour they man¬ 
ufactured was always shipped to 
that house and the benefit was 
small. They had in the winter a 
squad of twenty to thirty men 
chopping wood on the islands for 
the alimentation of the mill. Men 
that never handled an axe before, 
were sent to chop wood. They had 
their hands blistered, chopping a 
half cord of wood in one day. They 
had as many as six men on a cross¬ 
cut saw, two holding the handles 
and two bthers on each side pulling 
with a rope. They had a squad of 
six men running a .flatboat all sum- 
mer to take the wood down to the 
mill, They sometimes carried that 
wood a great distance on their back, 
(in baskets made for that purpose,) 
from the interior of the islands to 
the boat. The Icarians did not show 
practicability in any of their work. 
Was it the want of interest or the 
lack of skill? Perhaps it was both. 
The future will demonstrate. 

' Communistic life is in accordance 
with the teachings of Christ in that 
respect that it took the “care for 
the morrow" away. If they had 


i performed theiir duty or not, they 
expected to find their breakfast 
ready every morning when the 
sound of the trumpet called them to 
the refectory. The burden rested 
on the directors. They had to care 
for the morrow and were often 
greatly embarrassed what to bring 
on the table. And though it cost 
only 7 cents per capita to feed and 
clothe the Icarians, they could not 
manage to produce ehough. They 
bought their groceries, etc., at 
wholesale price. They raised their 
own vegetables. They manufactur¬ 
ed th*ir flour and whisky, raised 
tobacco, bought beeves and hogs on 
foot. Had all the advantage of cor¬ 
poration in buying, but the produc¬ 
tion was lacking. 

Besides their own production, the 
money paid as admission fees,many 
had a surplus, some hundreds, to 
thousands of francs and they receiv¬ 
ed from the mother country, a fund 
called “The Icarian subscription.’.’ 
It consisted of money deposited by 
some poor devils who were not in 
possession of a sufficient amount to 
be admitted and were paying 
monthly a certain sum until the 
full amount should be credited to 
them and then could join. It proved 
a clear loss to them. 
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iAN SETTLEMENT. 

Cabet convocated some extraor¬ 
dinary general assembly of all the 
major male members. Women and 
minors were not allowed to assist. 
There they remained mostly day and 
night, for several days seeking the 
remedy to the growing evil. They 
accused one another of want of de- j 
votion to the cause, to the princi¬ 
ples, of want of respect and 
reverence to the father. Cabet 


















reminded them of the beautiful Cabet. 


letterslthey wrote to hint in France, 
calling- him a father, a Christ, a 
savior; exhorted them to have confi¬ 
dence in him, to work with courage, 
that under his leadership, success 
was certain. That the principles 
were good if they only would prac¬ 
tice them, (if he had said, -.“could 
practice them,” he would have been 
nearer the truth.) 

The majority of the members 
were on his side and the respect for 
Cabet, the prestige .of his past ca¬ 
reer was so great that those who 
could detect the evil influence of the 
principle on the human nature, did 
not' dare to open their mouth and 
sanctioned by their silence the idea 
that the principles were not to 
blame, but men. Among themselves 
in private they could talk, but in 
presence of the father, they were 
mute, speechless. A man, a little 
one too, a wooden shoemaker by 
trade, had at one of thesemeetings 
the courage to make a few remarks 
on the principles and also on the 
father. He was of small stature 
but was every inch a man and ex¬ 
pressed his honest opinion. It was 
too much for Cabet, who had been 
adulated and flattered. He looked 
at the man a few minutes, hardly 
believing the report of his audible 
organ. And forgetting all courtes¬ 
ies, all respect, all principles,*an¬ 
swered: Is it possible that you, you 
Janyrey (it was the name of the 
little man,) you ' a_ little .boy (the 
man was thirty-five years of age,) 
allow yourself to make opposition 
to me,Cabet. Was that not a splen¬ 
did way of argumentation? I was 
only seventeen years of age then, 
a mere boy, too bashful to open my 
mouth in public. But I turned 
around to see if not a man in the 
assembly would get up and take 
the part of that little man, that 
showed so much courage. No, not 
one. ‘All slaves to the powerful' 


When the assembly would show 
some hesitation ta adopt the meas¬ 
ures proposed by him, lie would get 
out of temper and menace them to i 
go back to France, and leave them 
to their fate. He had his secret 
police and tried to have the mem¬ 
bers tell on one another. He met 
very often some straight and loyal 
natures that were shocked at the 
idea to act as spies. Many began 
to inwardly lose their respect for 
him. 

The different shops or corps of 
laborers were under the direction of 
a foreman, elected by the very shop 
or corps itself, sometimes unani¬ 
mously, sometimes not. Those di¬ 
rectors would make remarks especi¬ 
ally to those that voted against 
them. For the smallest infringe¬ 
ment, transgression, tardiness, or 
use of vulgar language, they would 
be noticed in their reports. Those j 
reports were read to the general as¬ 
sembly as a moral incentive to good 
behavior and dutiful conduct, and 
and at the same time as a restric¬ 
tive pressure of public opinion—the 
only mode of punishment they had 
for small deviation to the princi¬ 
ples. Those men would generally 
feel grieved about it and their hu¬ 
man nature would influence them to 
not forget nor forgive. The direc¬ 
tors had to see that the work should 
be well done. They had their ways, I 
customs of working. It was their 
duty and right to make remarks. | 
Some of the directors as well as la- ] 
borers were quick tempered, or had ! 
a poor way to express themselves. I 
Words were exchanged and the fist j 
was sometimes used as a way of ar¬ 
gumentation. 

The majority of the members' 
composing the Icarian Society was 1 
a selection from the best laboring 1 
class of France.The most laborious, j 
honest, economical, intelligent and ' 










philanthropic. Tffey had the pro¬ 
found conviction that they were 
abfe to carry out the communist 
principles. They had the determin¬ 
ation, the will (they thought) that 
would overcome all obstacles, all 
difficulties and enable them to 
stand and support all privations. 
Cabet, on his side, was determined 


n 

quest was rejected. That individ¬ 
ual felt mortified and woul d observe | 
that others had obtained some 
tides who did not need them 
bad as he did and were not working 
as hard as he did. Discontentment 
and abatement was the result. 

They exploited a coal mine 


, i ci budi mine in 

to sacrifice his career, his family, ! Nauvoo along- the south side of 
happiness even his life, out of lqve ( Thirteenth street. A vein of cbal 
for the labor,,ig ckjss and to show from eight to ten inches thick cov- 
tke. Practicabdity of communism, erect by twelve to fourteen feet of 


.They and he were in ernest. But 
they were human. The ego was too 
strong to be subdued by the will. 
They were under the influence of 
their sensations and without being 
conscious of it were constantly 
blaming others and hurting the 
feelings of those they called broth¬ 
er^. They saw the straw in others 
eyes and did not &ee the beam 
their own. As they had the same 
rights, the same duties, the same 
privileges, they naturally thought 
themselves authorized, entitled to 
watch, to detect, to mention the 
ijegligence, the errors, the lack of 
skill, the want of economy, the 
wasting and squandering, the abuse 
of authority of some of the officers; 
in one word all that could injure 
tile interest and endanger the ex¬ 
istence of the society. 

The Icarians having abolished 
all moneys, had no medium to buy 
with. When they needed clothing, 
they had to submit their requests 
tqa commission instituted to that 
effect. The proceedings and delib¬ 
erations of that commission would 
-transpire and the indiviual who had 
i applied for a pair' of trousers, a 
shirt, or anything else would have 
to hear that some remarks had 
been made on the validity of his re¬ 
quest. That he was wearing his 
clothes too fast, that he was apply¬ 
ing too often. That he could do 


ground and consequently not fur¬ 
nishing enough to supply th<? wants 
of the society. Being always too 
busy to provide for fuel in the right 
season, when the roads were good, 
they had to send teams to Foun¬ 
tain Green, thirty miles distant, in 
the coldest weather. When the 
Wagons were unloaded the coals 
were carried away so rapidly that 
those who were appointed to dis¬ 
tribute them equally among the 
members and whose duty it was to 
ascertain that every one would get 
some, could not prevent some from 
making large provisions that would 
keep them supplied in case it would 
become impossible to provide for 
more, without considering whether 
women, children or the sick had 
any at all. Butter was a rare ar¬ 
ticle on the table. (Each table had 
ten occupants.) A piece of butter 
was brought generally for break¬ 
fast. That piece of butter 
tended for ten persons. Some, con¬ 
sulting only their desire, their ap¬ 
petite, would allow themselves to 
take such share of it, that before 
the butter could reach the other end 
of the table it was exhausted and 
some had to do without.Complaints, 
remarks, exchange of bitter expres¬ 
sions. The cooks devised the ex¬ 
pedient of having a form mould in 
which the butter was pressed and 
divided into ten equal shares, in or- 

















did help the first 8 


not come 

again. That some never came. 
That their number was decreasing 
every Sunday. The work that was 
merely fun when performed by six¬ 
ty, became hard labor by twenty or 
fifteen. Finally they, one by one, 
failed, and one Sunday morning 
when the director of industry called 
for volunteers, one mart answered. 
Yes, only one. We had only one 
good communist. 


der that each and every one should 
know what he was entitled to and 
secure the butter-right of others. 

Many were shocked at the humiliat¬ 
ing and degrading measure. Men 
and women !of intellect—in full pos¬ 
session of their five senses, being 
treated like small children. Human 
nature. The beast began to show 
itself, plainly upsetting all the 
beautiful dreams. Idealism. Many 
began to acknowledge that 
(when they said we, they meant the 
others)were not able, not worthy of 
living in community. Having been 
raised under the influence of indi- HISTORY OF THE EXPERIMENT 
vidualism, we could not be AT NAUVOO OF THE ICAR- 
expected to fulfill the require- ,AN SETTLEMENT, 

ments of such mode of life. But j Instead df creating a feeling of 
our children who would grow U p | ? rief - evei 7 one present laughed at 
under the institution, who would j So did devotion, enthusiasm 
know nothing of any other organi-! wear out in three years. Some had 
zation, they would be competent.up F he conscience of abnegation.Others 
to the standard. We will see. , had not. The bad examples, the 

The men in charge of the flat wron * Predominated and no one 
boat to transfer the wood from the was willing to perform any extra 
I islands to the mill, generally landed < dut y but confined himself to the ful- 
their last load, every week, on Sat- j fillment of the £ enereral dut >- . 
urday evening. In order that the It was’nt allowed to have anything 


boat should be unloaded to enable 
them to start up on Monday morn¬ 
ing an appeal was made on Snnday 
morning during breakfast, for some 
volunteers to unload that boat, (as! llke ’ those 
tides wen 


not possessed by others. Some had 
jewelry, watches, pictures, guns. As 
the society was not rich enough to 
iiipply all the members with the 


possession of such 

,pposed the boat men were! ucles were requested to deposit 
exhausted, their labor being con I them in the hands of the directors, 
sidered one of the hardest.) At the Some (women especially) had receiv- 
firat call, fifty to sixty men offered lcd those jewels from a mother, rel- 
their services. The boat was un-J ativesor friends as a token of love 
loaded in a half hour. It was mere- or friendship. They did not like to 


s mere¬ 
ly play. Do you see the advantage 
of communism (vyas said.) \Yhen 
necessary uniqn can perform an ex¬ 
traordinary <futy with pleasure. 
Most every Sunday the call was re- 
The most, faithful consid- ■ 


part with those objects. Some would 
keep a few hens in order to have 
few fresh eggs, others would culti-; 

few flowers, others had been 
caught or suspected of cooking 
extras for themselves, at home, 
peated. The most faithful consid-Derogation, deviation from the 
i ered if a sacred duty and they re- pr i nc i ples , anarchy! 

; sponded to the call cheerfully. LTliey It looks most rid ; C ulous to relate 
j soon had to notice that some who these small events. But they work- 













ed slowly and, surely to the destriic-jer cheek when smitten on the one; 
tion of the society, as they created) to be kind, one to another; to love 
enmity among the members'. They and respect their parents and every- 
vvere none others but the natural! body in general, 
requirements of the human nature T1 were k t clean and trained 
which can not be submitted to uni¬ 
formity in all things. And the 

more it is made compulsory, the! ^ive sch o ol .houses^ 
more human nature will rebel 
against it, and go for the forbidden 


* to do their own housework by turn. 
e They took their meals in their re¬ 


fruit. 

In 1852 Oabet was summoned to 
appear before a criminal court 
Paris to answer an accusation of 
fraud. He at once resolved to go 


They were allowed to see their 
parents only on Sundays. It was 
feared that too much intercourse 
with their parents would have a 
I contaminating influence. 

Three of the older boys were 
and clear himself from the accusa- t & u S' ht separately from the others 
tion. ' He was honest and his good in a s P ecial ro °>n, by la special 
I name was dearer to him than life.! teacher ’ havin - shown an uncon- 
Though old he crossed the ocean to trollab,e disposition and being con- 
confound his accusators. He clear- | sidered a dangerous example. The 
ed himself, rehabilitatedTiTs reput a- fair h 6 ' 11 ^ who afterwards became 
tion, and in 1853 came back faith-' m y wife - bein ? fourteen years of 
fully to Nauvoo, more convinced a S e - when - with her mother, she 
-than ever that he would make a sue- i oined the societ 3’’ was not allowed 
of the experiment. tbe attendance to school (though 


The children, the c 




i she needed it ver}’ much,) < 


the 


pretense that she, having been 


rested our. hopes for the realization! . , . „ ,, . £ 

x ' . .., ,. , raised m the old world might seta 

of communistic life, were cautiously , , f 

' and rigidly trained and educated. bad exam P le to the selected ones 
The schools were kept in good or- SUppOSed t0 be P ure as an ^ els - 
j der and perfect control under the I Tbe Marians had no form of re- 
management of male and female 1 Hgion—no ceremonies. The major- 
teachers. The latter were especi- lit 3 r were agnostics, some atheists, 
ally well qualified, morally and' theists, others spiritualists.- They 
mentally. The pupils were allowed a11 revered Christ as a great philos- j 
as little as possible to come in con- ,°P ber and philanthropist, and ad- 


tact with the elder members of the 
society. The girls had their schools 
separate from the boys and taught 
by female teachers. They all were 
instructed to practice the Icarian 
principles and the moral teachings 
of Christ. 

Cabet himself initiated those 
young beings with those principles. 


mired his moral teachings. 

Cabet; on Sundays, held a course ! 
of lectures on true Christianity, j 
Leaving the miraculous and super¬ 
natural part, he tried to demon¬ 
strate that Christ’s moral teaching | 
was perfect and based on commun¬ 
ism, because Jesus and his disciples ) 
had everything- in common among 


explained and praised the result of I themselves and were not allowed to 
being good, of “doing unto others j own anytbin ^ in P riv ate Apostles, | 
as we wish to be done by.” To chap. 2 and 3; that to reserve andi 
protect, love and work for the feeble, kee P ‘ or pnvate use any Portion of 
the sick: to forgive; to hold the oth- | wealth was condemned, as shown | 













•_h Ananias’ case—Apostles, 5; the 
| renouncement of accumulated 
wealth, and that the only true hap¬ 
piness consisted in loving one an¬ 
other—being one in soul and spirit. 

• Those lectures were very at¬ 
tractive and well attended, be¬ 
ing delivered by a forcible and elo¬ 
quent orator. It is so easy to 

, preayh morality to others. 

' When the Icarians compared the 
theory with the practice; when they 
seen how far they were from the 
mark, theybegan to think, and like 
many others that are not Icarians 
are asking; “where are the Chris¬ 
tians?” 

• Their recreations were also moral. 
Nothing was allowed that would 
have shocked the most scrupulous 
nature. All songs, poems or dram¬ 
as exhibited on their stage were 
submitted to a commission, which 
did carefully eliminate all that could 
have a demoralizing influence. 

. All the exercises were in the 
French language. Many of the in¬ 
habitants of Nauvoo and vicinity 
though not understanding one word, 
attended (when invited) and enjoy¬ 
ed the performance. Dancing was 
also indulged in,but only by adults. 
Children were not allowed to take 
part. 

The Icarians being convinced that 
Nauvoo was too narrow a field for 
their undertaking, the land too high 
in price for their means, and not 
enough of it vacant to develop a 
large society, resolved in 1853 to 
send a commission to the western 
states to- explore the country and 
select a site for the final establish¬ 
ment. The commission having ex¬ 
plored Missouri and Iowa, reported 
favorably for Iowa, Adams county. 
The shores of the Nodaway river 
was the selected spot. They sent a 
corps of vigorous men with teams 
and wagons loaded with all the nec- 


cessary implements to begin the es¬ 
tablishment in the wilderness. Be¬ 
ing the first settlers in that part of 
the country, tjiey, under the home¬ 
stead law, took possession of all the 
timber land. It was not exactly the 
best land for farming but the most 
valuable, as timber was scarce in 
that part of Iowa, being mostiy 
rolling prairie land. 

They homesteaded three or four 
thousand acres of land. They had 
room, a- vast field for operation. 
They at once started the erecting of 
log houses and to break the soil. 
When the emigration began to set- 
l tie around them the new settlers 
[ had to go to the Icarians for woo'd; 

[ it was a source of production. 

I Every year some members were 
i sent to reinforce the new establish- 
j ment, but it worked slowly. The 
new settlers could not sustain 
[themselves. They were constantly 
: calling for aid from the mother col- 
! ony that was not self sustaining,but 
| had to be, by money brought by 
new comers or by the Icarian sub¬ 
scription from Prance. 

The production in the new estab- 
lisment was small. Money and 
; provisions had to be forwarded 
. to them often, and the so- 
! ciety had to increase its debt which 
! was large already. Cabet accom¬ 
panied by two other members went 
over the plains in a buggy to exam¬ 
ine the location. The new log house 
Metropole, was baptised by Cabet.- 
Icaria was the name chosen. 

In Nauvoo the situtation was 
growing worse every day. The dif¬ 
ferent categories of members was 
creating jealousy, discontentment. 
The primitive members had given, 
abandoned all they owned in the 
world. Others had been since ad¬ 
mitted under the condition that 
half of what they owned when ad¬ 
mitted would be restituted to thetai 











iii case they would choose to retire. 
The former claimed that this condi¬ 
tion was the cause of their want of 
activity, of interest. That if they 
had cut bridges and burnt their ves¬ 
sels behind them, having no means 
•of leaving the society, they would 
try their best; they would root or 
die. A pressure was made to in¬ 
duce those members to renounce 
their privilege as detrimental to the 
welfare of the society. To put 
themselves on equal footing with 
the rest of the members, A few did I 
it. Many refused,saying they were; 
not fool enough to tie themselves 
and be at the mercy of others. Some 
were also suspected to have follow¬ 
ed the example of Ananias (Apostles 
chapter v.) and kept a reserve fund 
for a case of emergency. Hard feel¬ 
ings prevailed. 


sea with two pilots on board—a 
young one and an old experienced 
one. The storm is strong; the sea 
high: the compass out of order; the 
reefs supposed to be near. The old 
pilot having more experience, tho 
the reefs can hardly be detected,' 
knows they are near and prepares | 
to turn to the right. The young 
pilot does not see them, advises to 
go straight on. The danger is im¬ 
minent, the passengers not under¬ 
standing the real situation, but 
fearing the danger, to whom do 
you suppose they’ll confide the rud¬ 
der? To the old experienced pilot,of 
course. 

The old pilot, Cabet claimed su¬ 
premacy and always refused to 
listen to any motion of reform to 
his perfect system. 


COMMUNISM 

HISTORY OF THE EXPERIMENT 
AT NAUVOO OF THE ICAR- 
iAN SETTLEMENT. 

In searching a remedy to the lack 
of production, some of the members | 
conceived the idea of making a few , 
changes in the organization. They, 
proposed to keep an account of the 
production of each member'and also 
of each shop. To create a sort of! 
stimulant, a sort of competition, a 1 
little individualism: not to depend 
entirely on (the consciousness of, 
duty, that had proved deficient. 
Cabet was shocked at the proposi¬ 
tion, claming that individualism 
and communism were heterogenious; 
:hat the former would surely grow 
ipidly and destroy the. later. Hei 
died a meeting of the general as¬ 
sembly as he had done before to 
every proposition that had not been 
elaborated by his own brain, stated 
the proposition and without anyj 
further discussion, compared the 
situation to that of a vessel at 


Many losing confidence in the old 
pilot, left the society. They w 
and had been leaving as fast as they 
would come, so that in six years 
1,800 persons came to it and we 
were never more than 500 together 
at the same time. When too strong 
|opposition was made, Cabet would 
try his best to have the promoters r 
leave. L 

“It is the quality we want and- 
not the quantity. When a member 3 
of the body is mortifying, is it not 
better to sever the member than ex¬ 
pose the whole bod}’ to perish? If 
two doctors are consulted, a young 1 
one and an old one, (the latter hav- • 
ing had hundreds of such cases 3 
under his care and knowing the di 
astrous consequences of mortifica¬ 
tion) will you not take the advice of 
Ithe old experienced one and have ! 
|the member severed in time to save 
the whole body, instead of listening 
to the young doctor, who, in his ig¬ 
norance; hopes to save both, not 
knowing the consequences of the 
disease?” Many will be.called, but 
few will be elected. 

















' So we went on, losing- man}' of 
our most valuable members. Tbe 
most tourageous, industrious. As 
soon as one showed discontent lie 
was suspected of making calcula¬ 
tions to leave and a sort of persecu¬ 
tion was exerted. Life to him was 
made unendurable and the position 
untenable. He had to leave; in¬ 
stead of listening to their proposi¬ 
tion and making a few concessions 
to induce them to stay—no, go they 
must. 

£ome of the young doctors (and 
they were many) thought and said 
the old one was mistaken in the na¬ 
ture of the disease; that instead of 
mortification it was paralysis—that 
instead of severing so mapy mem¬ 
bers, which weakened the body and 
made it helpless, an electric battery 
(under the form of a reform) should 
be applied; that it would stimulate 
those members and restore life over 
the whole body. They th'ought the 
old pilot was getting too old and 
was following a wrong route, 
which surely would bring the ship 
to wreck. 

The prestige had vanished. Cabet 
had been too much in direct contact 
with his associates, They had dis¬ 
covered that he was fallible, and be¬ 
gan to consider him as a man:Cabet 
feeling the opposition growing 
every day, thought of strengthening 
his position. Having for counsel¬ 
ors a few new members who flatter¬ 
ed him and pretended to know how 
to compel'men to work, to produce; 
they had been sly enough to work 
him up so that he thot himself the 
father of the new idea. In the 
spring of 1850 he came out with his 
famous proposition: 

1. The president should be elected 
J for four years. 

2. Inspectors should be appointed 
by the direction to visit the differ¬ 


ent "shops to report whether the j: 
members were fulfilling their duties. 
This proposition filled the measure. 
The idea to have inspectors, drones, 
aristocrats, that would spend time 
doing nothing and act as spies 
against their brothers. The oppo¬ 
sition organized and the day of the 
election Cabet found himself face 
to face with a candidate for the 
presidency in opposition to him. 

He never expected so much audac¬ 
ity and became raving mad. He 
kept the assembly three days to¬ 
gether trying to influence the bash- 
tnl, the old, the women by threaten¬ 
ing to leave, to abandon them show¬ 
ing the danger they were running 
into. What would become of them 
if he, Cabet, were no more among 
tfiem. Misery, anarchy and disso¬ 
lution of the society would surely 
follow. 

Tbe children had lost respect and 
confidence in the father. The prop¬ 
osition was rejected and the ticket 
.-' the opposition was elected by a 
strong majority. One of the young 
pilots had been intrusted with the 
rudder. 

Cabet and the members of the 
minority held long conferences to¬ 
gether and it was resolved to resist 
the majority. Their first move was 
to refuse to work, but went regular¬ 
ly to the refractory to take their 
meals. 

The majority gave them three 
days to resume work; to abide by 
the laws and submit to the majority 
or they would not be admitted to 
the dining hall. 

Cabet advised his followers not to 
submit and the third day when they 
came to take their dinner, they 
found the doors closed. They took- 
axes and split, them open: a fight 
ensued; a mob; civil war. The ma¬ 
jority held the fort and the minority 
was expelled from the hall. They 












were notified that food would be) The minority under his command 
furnished for women and children, began to move, carrying away all 
The next day the male members, they possibly could. They did 
of the minority came to the kitchen j not meet with any opposition. The 
with tin buckets to receive the members of the majority had pity 


promised food. When the distribu¬ 
tion was completed they began to 
vociferate, to use abusive language, 
spilt the food on the ground, stuck 
tire bread on the end of long poles 
■ they hatl. brought for that purpose 
I and riiardfiing and counter-marching 
paraded in front of the refectory. It 
was a disgusting sight. Cabet from 
| the windows of liis*office encourag¬ 
ed them and laughed at their doings 

This stopped the distribution of 
food. 

The inhabitants of Nauvoo held 
secret meetings,organizing and pre¬ 
pared to chase the boisterous com¬ 
munists as they had chased ths 
Mormons before. 

As the act of violences discontin 
ued, the project was abandoned. 


for them. 

The Icarians had a valuable libra¬ 
ry'. The minority wickedly took 
away a few volumes of each work, 
tearing the engravings in order to 
make them worthless. 

They left Nauvoo in the fall of 
1856 for St. Louis, where Cabet 
took sick and died during the win- 
found one morning 
frozen in his bed, the faithful hav- 
ng neglected to attend his last mo¬ 
ments and to keep fire in his room. 


COMMUNISM fy 


HISTORY OF THE EXPERIMENT 
AT NAUVOO OF THE ICAR- 
iAN SETTLEMENT. 

Hanna, Hanna, Lama Sabatani 
This is the time when I left th j So en ded the second Christ, the 
society, having lost confidence ii | ffreat re formator. Far from his 

dr, WLrwl /•nm/N 4-y-» AT^... . , . - 

:ountry, from Ins family, cowardly 


both parties. We had come to Nau 
voo to make a paradise on eartl; 
and we had made a sheol. I thoj 
I of searching for happiness, else-! 
\vhere. 

As the society was incorporated 
Cabet made an appeal to the tribu 
nals of the land for a dissolution 
the society, but throu gh a good at¬ 
torney, lost his case. The verdict 
was, that he had to submit to the 
dictation of the majority. 

Cabet, the legist, the reformator, 


abandoned by his disciple 

He had been a good man while in 
France. As an attorney he 
ways ready to take the defense of 
the weak, the oppressed, regardless 
of money. His intentions had been 
pure; of a high order. ' His will was 
’ strong, but he had a terrible nature 
and had undertaken a task beyond 
his faculties. He did all that was 
in his power to do good; but failed. 

,, ’ ”"7 . ..- He suffered much morally and caus- 

the man of high intellect, gave the , ,, . a , c . 

, , . , \ , : ed others to suffer. I for one have 

example of insubordination, ©f re- , . , . ,. J 

: _ , , , , .... no hard feelings against him and 

olt, and had he an army at his dis-!, , . . ,. .. 

, , , .... J honor his memory, appreciating the 

"■sal would have employed brutal . . .. r , i 

, , , ^ f . intention. I blame the principles I 

ce to crush what he called the , . ... f 

, and not the man. The spirit was i 


orce to crush what he called the 
I rebels—formerly his best friends, j' 


, , . willing but the flesh was too strong, 

mostly all the members of the for- .. ,, r ... , , 

I .... 7 . , After his death the faithful organ- 

directions; men of talent, of . 

’ 1Z 


ability, were against him. 


I ized at Cheltenham, near St. Louis, 
(Mo., under the direction of Merca-, 



















4>er and after much quarrelling - , j the enthusiasm of the communists I 
three years after dissolved. 'in France. The uncertainty of the] 

In Nauvoo the emancipated child- existence of the colony undtjr the ' 


ren, the rebels, the revolutionists, 
those who blamed Cabet for the 
unsuccessfulness of the experiment, 
the members of the majority, were 
now masters of the situation and 
believed earnestly that they were 
able to lead the ship to the harbor. 
They tesolved to have a thorough 
liquidation of all debts in order to 
; ascertain how they stood and then 
‘leave Nauvoo for the new establish- 
: nient in Iowa. They began to send 
all the movable material they could 
load on wagons as there was no 
railroad yet connecting Nauvoo with 
that part of Iowa. 


new direction suddenly stopped the 
applications for membership. The 
Icarian subscription ceased also to 
replenish their treasury and the new 
colony was left entirely to itself for 
subsistence. Production, as usual, 
was small, but their timber—the 
sale of wood, was a source of wealth 
and helped them along. Quarreling 
kept on and fighting was sometimes 
resorted to. 

They raised hogs and sheep. Dur¬ 
ing the rebellion war. wool and all 
products in general, brought gocfd 
prices and enabled them to save 
money. During the Pikes Peak fever, 


In the spring of 1854 they sold at i being on the road, they kept a hotel 
auction all their real estate and per¬ 
sonal property that was not worth 
transferring. 

The proceeds of the sale did not 
prove sufficient to cover their debt 
and they had to mortgage their 
property in Iowa. 

The liquidation showed clearly 
they owed as much as they owned; 

$25,000 was the amount of the ^ebt 
and the invoice did not produce very 
mnch more. 

Six years of communistic life had 
left them deficient. They had not 
been even self-sustaining and had 
nothing to show for the money each 
brought and that subscribed in 
France, the amounts of which had 
been used to sustain life. 


and made enough money on the gold 
seekers to free 2,000 acres, of land 
from mortgage and abandon the 
balance to the creditors.- 

Degree by degree a dissension had 
taken place and a systematical ma¬ 
jority and minority were in exist- 
er one-half of the mem¬ 
bers had left them since their de¬ 
parture from Nauvoo they were not 
very numerous. Between sixty to 
seventy. The new opposition, the 
minority, was composed mostly of 
young folks. Some of ■ those child¬ 
ren on Wham rested our hopes for 
the future had become of age and 
entered the arena of active life. 
They proposed to have the incorpor¬ 
ation act changed and not be con- 


They honestly paid all their debts i fined to agriculture, but include in- 
Nauvoo and made their final de- i dustry in their sources of exploita- 
parture in the fall of 1858. 1 tion, rdopen the doors to new mem- 

The new colony was incorporated j bers in order to develop the society 


as an Agricultural Society under 
the statutes of the state of Iowa. 

They closed the doors to emigra¬ 
tion,not having lodging enough for 
new recruits. 

The news of the dethronement of 
Cabet, of the civil war, amongst 
the Icarians had somewhat cooled 


and attract the attention of the 
outside world. 

The majority, composed of old 
folks, opposed these views. They- 
had renounced the hope of making 
a large society. They thought of 
enjoying what they had and not 
risk to lose it. They were not v# 












ing to admit new members for fear 
of losing their majority and conse¬ 
quently the controlling power. 

Emigration was covering the 
| country around them with settlers. 
A railroad was built and a station 
! established three miles from their 
j settlement. Corning, the new sta¬ 
tion, was growing rapidly, and of. 
fered a good field for speculation, 
The Icarians were no speculators 
and they remained poor, while their 
neighbors were acquiring wealth 
rapidly. True to the principles the 
members of the majority refused to 
take part and engage in any specu¬ 
lation. They quarreled about it 
until it was too late. As there was 
no flour mill in the neighborhood 
they built one for their own use and 
afterward done custom work. 

In 1872, four communards (who 
had taken an active part in the 
French commune in 1870 ih Paris, 
had fled to New York to avoid 
prosecution,) applied to the Icarian 
colony for admittance, but were or¬ 
dered not to come. Not having re¬ 
ceived the answer in time, they 
started and larrived lV in Corning to 
the astonishment of the members of 
the community, who were not will¬ 
ing to admit them. The new Corn¬ 
ells having no means to go back, 
and understanding the reason why 
the majority was not willing to ad¬ 
mit any one, used a strategem and. 
flattering both parties, pledged 
themselves secretly that when ad¬ 
mitted, would be on their side. Both 
minority and majority believing 
acquiring reinforcements, not only 
admitted them, but suspended 
their favor the rule of'provisory 
membership for six months and 
made them at once active members. 

joon as admitted, they showed 
their colors and three of them joined 
the minority and one the majority. 
They began to have everybody un¬ 


derstand that they were the met 
the very ones that came in time to j 
save the sinking ship: that the; 
had the required qualifications am 
wisdom that had been lacking in 
all the others that had preceded 
tliem. They were good talkers andj 
acquired a great influence. No one 
of the members could withstand 
their argumentation. The trouble 
was that one of them took place 
among the majority, understanding 
fully that no two could get the di¬ 
rectorship and as two of them were 
especially ambitious, it would equa¬ 
lize the chances. The conflict be¬ 
came more active. The production 
did not increase by their presence, 
but the difficulties; scenes of vio¬ 
lence took place. The hope of the 
future: the children who had become 
men and womeu under the influence 
of communistic life, in consequence 
of the hereditary law, showed the 
same disposition as their parents. 

If there was any difference at all, it 
was a little deficiency, a little de¬ 
generation, a retrogradation They 
never showed the talents, the skill, 
the activity, the .ardor of their par¬ 
ents. They had inherited the vices, 
and communism had atrophiated 
the good qualities. 

Not producing enough, they had 
to suppress the use of coffee and 
tea and replace them by a decoction 
of strawberry leaves. The situa¬ 
tion became very difficult. Fight¬ 
ing was often resorted to and the 
hope of the future showed as much 
disposition to it—maybe a little 
more than the old members. 

The minority giving up the hope 
of inducing the majority to accede 
to the request of development made 
motion for a division of all prop¬ 
erties in order to establish an auto¬ 
matic branch. It was refused,when 
they threatened to appeal before the 
courts of justice for a dissolution of 



















partnership, as they were incorpor¬ 
ated as a stock company. 

Before taking any further steps, 
however, they consulted many of 
the old members (who had left the 
society long ago) asking ad¬ 
vise as to what they should do. Ma¬ 
jority and minority being mostly 
equal in number it was a difficult 
matter to be settled. All of those 
I that ' < J 


different societies, called “the 
ycjung branch” and “the old 
branch.” 

The property was of such a na¬ 
ture that it was difficult to divide it 
at once. The houses were all built 
on one spot. Some had to be mov¬ 
ed away. The members of both 
branches had become bitter enemies, 

__ JR „ _ and during the division of property, 

Ula , consulted, myself includ-. coming in contact too closely, pugil- 
! ed, recommended an arbitration as 1 ism was often the result. One day 
I the most civilized means, the most f they had a regular fight about 
I in accordance with their principles old water-trough, which was 
' and the cheapest. We wrote to them, worth fifty cents. They both claini- 
that they would disgrace themselves [edit and a regular and desperate, 
to drag such an institution as theirs combat took place. Many heroes 
before the courts and give the law- were called to bite the dust. No 
yers a chance to milk their cow ^ one died but a few were severly in- 
while they would be pulling her, cjured; an attempt of castration 
one by the horns, the other by the j was performed on one of the com-' 
tail. r munards. . -4 

Both sides asked for advice, but [ They had a vineyard and had 
did not want any. All they were made several hundred gallons of 
after was a confirmation of their wine. The wine brought another 
doings. They had sunk down and contest in which men and women 
back to the fist right, to barbarism, ’engaged in the struggle. I can not 
and were not able to listen to soundy and will not relate all the lament- 
counsel. The majority offered the^able instances of vandalism that oc- 
minority a sum of money if they curred. They also on each side 
would consent to leave and exper- published a paper in which they 
iment anywhere else.No, they want-! abused each other in the most 
ed their integral share—no more, no[ 
less—and they attacked the society 


[shocking manner. 

is—ana tney attacKeci tne society I ne " ’ 

dissolution on the ground tha t branch composed of the members of 
6 n.,... no Hpaerted vear after 


tljey had not complied with their 
charter. 

^ , COMMUNISM 

HISTORY OF THE EXPERIMENT 
AT NAUVOO OF THE ICAR- 
iAN SETTLEMENT. 

The society was dissolved by the 
law and trustees appointed to divide 
the real estate and personal prop- 


the minority, was deserted year after 
[I year by all its members to the ex¬ 
ception of two, who had been sharp 
enough to manage to remain in pos¬ 
session of the Icarian patrimony, 
and enjoy the fruits of 35 years of < 
labor of hundreds des-illusioned 
communists. 4 

So ended the experiment of com¬ 
munistic life in Nanvoo, under the 


erty among all the stockholders, leadership of the founder, E. Cabet 
according to the length of time in six years they arrived at civi 
they had contributed to the produc- war and division. In ToWa withe 
tion of said property. As soon as <jabet, in sixteen years the same 
dissolved thev reorganized as two! 8U it was attained. 










Communism does not agree with 
human nature. It is detrimental to 
that nature. The physical condi¬ 
tion of the human being is of such 
an order that it is not adaptable to 
communism and consequently the 
result can not be satisfactory. 

For those who should still remain 
finder the impression that this ex¬ 
periment is not authority enough 
to be conclusive proof for the non¬ 
practicability of communism, is in 
my opinion merely an assertion. 

It is said and admitted by many | 
that communism does not agree P 
with human nature. Others pre-1 
tend that with a firm will and the I 
necessary qualities it could be put f 
into practice. There lies the ques¬ 
tion. The qualifications and the 
will. It is easily pronounced but 
very difficult to explain and under¬ 
stand. Why is it that having the 
will' and believing to be qualified, 
did these Icarians fail. Some of 
them say that if we had good com¬ 
munists it could be practiced. Every 
one of them who left the society, 
had said of those who had left be¬ 
fore himself, “they are not good 
communists." TQhose that are 
members now of tile Icarian society, 
are pronounced by all those who 
have left it poor communists. 

Where are the good ones? • 

Every one of them believes he has 
cJone all that could humanly be done ! 
and that he has done better than all 
the others. That if others had 
been as good as he was and done 
as well as he did all would have 
gone right,and still it went wrong. 
Human!nature agrees not with com¬ 
munism. Why? Are we not free 
agents? Can’t we act as we will? 
Can’t we think as we will? What 
is that human nature that does not 
aeree? What is our ego,our entity, | 


the will, the qualifications? I 

So few understood themselves, j 
The work of this wonderful; compli¬ 
cated machine called the huinap 
body; that they must be excused 
when they talk communism, and 
anarchism. Communism admits of 
government. Anarchism does not. 
Both and the latter still more than 
the former mode of society requires 
a degree of perfection, a condition 
that is not contained in the human 
body at present. 

| That human being undertakes to 
| practice communism;which requires 1 
perfection, and abnegation of 
one’s self,admitting that the judge 
I ment, the cebreum would have con¬ 
ceived and understood that state of 
perfection and would be willing to I 
impose silence to all its human co-J 
associates, the organs. They pro¬ 
test, rebel, and show him that they 
have something to say in, the man¬ 
agement of this transaction, and if 
such a state of things would be a 
satisfaction, a gratification for the 
head.it would’nt be for them,and the 
war keeps on until the head is 
subdued and communism a failure. 

What hqpan nature will be in the 
future I do not know. In its pres¬ 
ent state it is too imperfect, and in 
order to keep it in its present devel¬ 
oped state, it takes the rubbing, 
sharpening influence of suffering,of 
difficulties to overcome, of self re¬ 
sponsibility, of ambition, which 
communistic life does not offer, and 
is consequently' detrimental to that 
nature. 

(The end.) 












ABOUT THE ICARIANS 


The following interesting letter 
concerning the old Icarian colony at 
Xauvoo appears in a recent issuo of a 
Keokuk paper: 

At two different times, lately, the 
last on December 26, you have pub¬ 
lished some interesting information 
concerning tho French Icarian com¬ 
munity which was established at 
Xauvoo some sixty-seven years ago 
and lasted a few years. A statement 
was made, however, which is incor¬ 
rect, the assertion that my father, 
Charles Dadant, was a member of 
this organization. The probable 
cause of the error is that I married 
a daughter of one of the original 
Icarians. We have thus been more 
or less connected with the descend¬ 
ants of tho Icarians and with the aims 
and purposes of this association, 
which is no longer in existence any¬ 
where, as far as i know. 

Etienne Cabet was, as reported, a 
distinguished jurist and savant, 
whose sole error was to imagine that 
mankind is better than it is and who 
tried faithfully to -inaugurate a so¬ 
ciety based upon the principles taught 
b> Jesus Christ, in a little book, 
published in 1810, in French, , and 
entitled "I,e Vral Christlanismc" 
(True Christianity) and which 1 now 
have under my eyes, he proved, be¬ 
yond any possibility of dispute,, that 
his doctrine was identical with that 
of the new testament. His mo(,ta was 
a quotation from the gospel of St. 
John (xiii, 31) “A new command- 
| merit I give unto you, fhat you love 
; one another even as r have loved 
. you.” 


Cabet, following the Christ doc¬ 

trine, preached equality:. “And who-, 
soever Bhall exalt (himself shall be 
humbled, and whosoever shall hum¬ 
ble himself shall be exalted.” He 
; preached equality of salaries: parable 
of the vineyard, where the last man 
receives as good a salary as the first 
(Mat. xx, 1 to lfl), which seems hard¬ 
ly fair to some very gpod Christians, 

In short, Cabet decided in his own 
mind that it was possible and prac¬ 
ticable to follow the beautiful teach¬ 
ings of ChTist, and his writings and 
his speeches wore so convincing and 
his doctrine so beautiful that many 
intelligent men gathered under his 
(banner. Another hook by 'him: 
"Voyage in Icaria,” describing a 
iwonderfu} hypothetical island, which 
i he called Icaria, after the Crock leg¬ 
end, and which was evidently intend¬ 
ed to represent a regenerated France, 
in which every one worked for the 
common good and every one accepted 
tho same foptl, the same clothes, and 
the same amount of leisure and pleas- 
•uie. A beautiful dream indeed,’but 
alas! only a dream. 

The followers of . Cabet. were, iu 
large piqportion, men of education, 
--doctors, professors, lawyers, grtists, 
tradesmen. Among the latter those 
whose cecunitio:'3 confined them to 
the house, where they cogld read 
much, were tho most numerous, shoe¬ 
makers, tailors, etc. The exodus of 
tbdso onthqsiastic Icarians from 
France to a new coutnry, where they 
could try their reforms in liibmjwi,, 
was followed by great d'sappoint- 
nients. Their first venture was a 



















, settlement in the wil Jewess of Texas, 
[ 3 nr ' v country, then a desert. Thdy 
hart contracted for a million acres 
of land, uear.the present site of Sher¬ 
man, near the Red rjvor. Sixty-nine 
ol their most able-bodied members, 
but unused, to pioneer lfte, .none of 
them tillers of the .soil, except one, a 
gardener, left France, in the winter 
of 1847 tjor that “promised land,”. 
Their trjp. was a failure, and niue of 
thorn sucopnibed to fever and hard¬ 
ships, although they remained there 
but a few months. 

Upon the arrival at New Orleans 
of Cabet milh tho additional immi¬ 
grants, including the.wives and chil¬ 
dren of the vanguard pioneers, it was 
decided to come to Nauvoo, since the 
Texas attempt had failed and Nauvoo 
hud been abandonod by the Mormons, 
leaving a number of empty houses 
tfiere. 


sedation and moved to California, 
where his children occupy responsibl 
positions. 

The Icarians were not a sect, 
religious views of those reformers 
were similar to those of the Unitar¬ 
ians, but there was no attempt 
pi them to dictate either religious 
political tenets to s^Jiy of their mi 
hers. Their admiration of Christ j 
was confined to His moral and social j 
teachings. There was nothing in ' 
Icaria resembling the methods of the’;' 
Qneida community. 

It may be well to add, that tho 
Icaiiaus, as early as 1850, gave proof 
of their progressiveness by adopting 
among their families the methods of 
hygiene taught in the first half pf 
the nineteenth century, by the scien¬ 
tist, Raspail, who, far ahead 
the schools of medicine, asserted 
that most diseases 
The story of icaria is simpiv the I crobes a)ltl bacteria. Ills remedies; in 
istory of enthusiastic and well-mean-T disease ' were mainl y antiseptic. aL a 
• - I ti,— —*■ 


irg human beings who decieved them- time whcn the influence of microbes 
— ‘ " upo.n health was derided by the fac¬ 

ulty, when .then relied more upon 
fasting, bleeding,; water cure and 


(Selves on the possibility of reaching 
perfection. Although above the avor- 
pge in morality and ability, the Icar- 
ians made a radical failure, because 
they were demanding of mankind 
more virtue than mankind is capable 
pf exhibiting. Is not this the evi¬ 
dence given >by 1900 years of attempt¬ 
ed so-called Christianity the world 
over? Witness the present war. 

In order to show the actual rvalue 
as. citizens, the Icarians, we need 
only to call attention to the rem¬ 
nants of some of th.eir families in 
our midst.- Tbe^ules Renaud and 
Couloy families, in Keokuk, tho Le¬ 
roys and Lefebvros in Hamilton, the 
Couloys and Baxters in Nauvoo, and 
many others of equal worth, 


dangerous mercurial remedies than 
upon antiseptics. Our Icarians wert 
healthy because they relied more up¬ 
on camphor and other disinfectants 
and antiseptics than upon poisons iii 
curing disoases. Since the discover¬ 
ies of Pasteur and others have 
shown that nearly all diseases are 
due to bacteria, a great reaction has 
taken place and the rules of hygiene 
are tought everywhere. 

A most important work on “Icaria 
and its Founder” was published at 
Paris, ] 907. by Jules Piudhommeaux, 
who came to the United States to 
study the different communities 
which have attempted a reform of 


scendants of the original Icarians. , 80clety . He a , uo tes another writer. 


One of thejr leadeis, Caudron, be¬ 
came president of ,the Warsaw svool- 
enmills in t-he .sixties 
;; liven the ccmmunitv which branch¬ 
ed from the Nauvoo Icgrians and set¬ 
tled at Corning, Adams county. Iowa, 
is now defunct. But there are -in 
that vicinity a. number of descendants 
of the Icarians. Their last president. 
Beltanuier, whose wife was -Olio 
daughter of one of their leading men. 
loally closed the affairs of their afe- 


Nordhoff, w>o said: “In that village 
(Nauvoo) are buried fortunes, noble 
hopes, and the aspirations of good 
and great men like .Cabot. * * * Jt 
and it alone represents’in America, 
a great Idea—rational democratic 
t-ommunlsm,” beautiful but impos¬ 
sible. 

C. P. DADANT. ! 
' Hamilton, Ill., Dec. 29,1910 















Touches of romance have been giv¬ 
en to the history of Jj»wa by the story 
of various little groups of idealists 
who from time to time found asylum 
within the borders of the Sta 
pecially is this true of the peopled j 
called the Icarians, who in the early | 
fifties established a colony near Corn- • 
ing in Adams County. These peopler 
believed in ahd practiced communism 
—all property was held in common— 
and they were inspired by the ideal 
of restoring the principles of primi¬ 
tives Christian fty. Persecuted in 


’ COMMISSION 


Texas. But being an industrial people 
they found it too difficult to maintain ] 
existence so far from civilizat 
hey journeyed up the Mi 
and took up the land and quarters at 
Nauvoo which had recently been de¬ 
serted by the Mormons. Then about 
1853 the colony in Iowa was estab¬ 
lished, and still later California be¬ 
came the home of the rapidly dwin¬ 
dling numbers of those who still held 
to the ideals of the founders. In the 
April number of “The Iowa Journal of ; 
History and Politics” published by the | 
State Historical Society, there is a 
translation of a history of the Icarian I 
Community, written by Cabet himself 
about 1855. The basic principles of 
the Community, according tothe foun¬ 
der, were “Brotherhood, Equality, Sol¬ 
idarity; the suppression of poverty 
and individual property, in a word 
Communism.” 
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Across no doubtful seas, into no 
strange country, among no new race 
of men must one journey in search of 
that very curious but interesting place 
called Icaria. Indeed, it is no fur¬ 
ther away than the southwestern cor¬ 
ner of Iowa, but the people who in¬ 
habit Icaria are perhaps the most 
peculiar, and withal engaging collec¬ 
tion of humans to be found within 
the borders of America. 

Icaria, once a populous and pros¬ 
perous community, whose govern¬ 
ment was founded on an ideal system 
of communism, is today a sleepy, des¬ 
olate and altogether uninviting ham¬ 
let of perhaps a dozen cottages clus¬ 
tering around a large wooden struc¬ 
ture, with here and there a few 
tumbling hay-ricks and anything but 
picturesque cattle yards. This mel¬ 
ancholy settlement in the wilderness 
is all that now remains to tell the 
story of a great social and political 
movement which a little over fifty 
years ago numbered its ardent adher¬ 
ents by the hundreds of thousands. 

The settlement had its origin in *he 
fanciful mind of one Etienne Cabet, a 
Frenchman of some talent as a writer 
and politician, but much given to day 
dreaming and badly bitten with the 
idea of a communistic Utopia. Cabet 
spent sixteen years of his life in an 
endeavor to realize and perpetuate 
his dream of an absolutely ideal soci¬ 
ety. Fatuous though his scheme 
was it is impossible not to entertain 
some respect for him and his enthus¬ 
iastic followers who took upon them¬ 
selves the mission of reorganizing 


human society and began their tre¬ 
mendous task with as pure zeal and 
[as sublime an assurance as ever spur¬ 
red on any movement in the direction 
of social reform. 

The Founder of the Icarians. 
Cabet first breathed the air of life 
at Dijon, France, in 1788. He studied 
law, then became a leader of the Car¬ 
bonari, was a member of the French 
legislature, wrote a substantial his¬ 
tory of the French revolution, and fi¬ 
nally established a newspaper. Not 
long after the first publication of the 
first number of his newspaper he was 
sentenced to two years’ imprisonment 
for a libelous article, but evaded the 
penalty by escaping to England. He 
returned to France in 1839 and a year 
later he published his famous book 
called “A Voyage Into Icaria.” 

The general plan and the literary 
form of this work were undoubtedly 
suggested by Sir Thomas Moore’s 
“Utopia.” Cabet, however, had no 
relish for being dubbed a Utopian 
theorist or a chimerical dreamer, but 
preferred to pose as a very practical 
person. To his credit be it said he 
was a good organizer; he had some 
executive ability, a cheerful disposi¬ 
tion and a constructive mind. “The 
Voyage Into Icaria” is written in the 
form of a romance and is supposed to 
be the diary of an adventurous young 
English lord, who has heard that in 
a far-removed part of the earth an 
isolated community, known as Icaria ; 
life in all its operations has attained 
a high degree of perfection. His lord- 
ship sets out to find this remarkable 
country, which he eventually does, 

















and bis journey gives the book its 
title. Cabet, after writing this book, 
framed a constitution for the govern¬ 
ment of a real Icaria, obtained the all- 
necessary money and in the early part 
of 1848 succeeded in persuading sixty- 
nine persons to leave France for tne 
Red River country in Texas, there to 
establish what Cabet was pleased to 
call a “new terrestrial paradise,” 
Icaria the first. The ship Rome bore 
the little band of pioneers across the 
sea to New Orleans. They approach¬ 
ed the latter city on March 27, 1848, 
and as their ship neared shore the 
booming of cannon was heard. The 
salute was not, as some of the Icarian 
advance guard probably thought, in¬ 
tended as an honorary greeting for 
them, but was given by the French¬ 
men of New Orleans in celebration of 
the downfall of Louis Philippe and 
the establishment of the second repub¬ 
lic of France. 

On to Nauvoo. 

Soon after their settlement in the 
Red River country yellow fever broke 
out in the camp of Cabet’s followers. 
Their sufferings at this time were 
terrible and their fervor in the social 
scheme they had helped to perfect 
waned almost to the point of indif¬ 
ference. Early in 1849 Cabet himself 
left France with very little money and 
drooping spirits to join his American 
colony, but when he arrived in New 
Orleans accompanied by a second 
band of adherents he found that his 
advance guard had already disorgan¬ 
ized. Having learned that the Mor¬ 
mons had been driven from Nauvoo, 
Ill., leaving behind them an uninhab¬ 
ited town, Cabet and his followers 
veered about in that direction and es- 

I tablished themselves there in May, 
1850. Had the Icarians been a relig¬ 
ious organization they would in all 
likelihood have believed that their 
new home was providentially prepar- 
| ed for them. 

| Joseph Smith and his Mormon fol¬ 
lowers had come to Nauvoo in 1839 
and within a period of four or five 
years had made the place one of the 
most flourishing towns in the state. 
Chicago, at this time, had but 4,500 


inhabitants, while the number of Lat- I 
ter Day Saints in Nauvoo was 15,000. I 
Here, then, was the great opportunity I 
for the Icarians. Here were good I 
houses, ready built, and the fine land " 
in an advanced state of cultivation 
and the successors of the Mormons 
were soon comfortably established in 
their new home. They ate their 
meals in one great dining room and 
their mode of government was accord¬ 
ing to the communal system—abso¬ 
lute equality, free love and free 
thought. 

The Icarians have no religious ob- 
seirvances of any sort, though 
Sunday is a day of rest from 
toil, and with the younger element of 
the community is given over to 
amusements of various kinds. Every 
one is supposed to make himself or 
herself happy in his or her own pecu- 
1 liar way. The children are sent to 
the school until they reach the age 
of sixteen. The constitution under 
which they live is complex and was 
elaborated by Cabet. Their code of 
ethics calls for absolute equality and 
brotherhood. They do not believe in 
servitude or servants. Marriage is 
compulsory. Preponderance of opin¬ 
ion rules always. A president is elect-' 
|ed in the commune every year. His 
i is an executive office and his powers 
l go no further than compliance with 
"the desires and orders of the settle- 
S ment. A meeting is held once a week 
—on Saturday evenings—when the 
affairs of the community are discuss¬ 
ed by both men and women. In addi¬ 
tion to the office of the president 
there are four directors, appointed 
monthly, a director of agriculture, 
building, general industry and cloth¬ 
ing. 

Bright Lights In Its History. 

Some very remarkable men have 
been connected with Icaria during its 
existence. One might fill a volume 
with personal sketches of these men, 
but only a few can be given. It is 
recorded that a physician who had 
received diplomas from two German 
I universities, and an ex-military officer 
who had won distinction in Algiers 
and worn the cross of the Legion of 










Honor were enrolled in the corps of j 
wood-choppers for the community. A 
Z eng '" eer ’ wh0 had superintended 

^Iwav" UCti ° n ° f a great 
railway was put in charge of the 

wheezy old engine of the flour mill. 
An accomplished young architect 
from Normandy was retained by the 
nrst president as a private secretary I 
and spent most of his time in render- 
mg Cabet’s good French into bad 
English for publication in The Popu¬ 
lar Tribune, a dingy little five-column j 
journal devoted to the glorification of 
the new philosophy of life.” There 1 
was also a talented fresco painter who 
was set to digging coal, at which 
scarcely esthetic employment he was 
able to earn as much as fifteen cents 
a day. There are two or three sur¬ 
viving members of the original band 
of Texas pioneers. It is refreshing to 
go over the list of men who have at 
one time and another identified them¬ 
selves with the Icarians. Their worth 
and character only proves that the 
French cornmunists are not of neces¬ 
sity the deep-dyed villains they have 
usually been pictured by those who 
did not love their candid ways. 

Despite the prosperity which fell 
to the lot of the Icarians while at 
Nauvoo, Cabet and a few others seem 
to have regarded the town merely in 
the light of a rendezvous for such 
new converts as might join .the com¬ 
munity from time to time. The evi¬ 
dent intention of Cabet at this time 
was to draw recruits from Nauvoo to 
the real settlement which he contem¬ 
plated founding in Iowa. With the 
passing of time the numbers of tne 
Icarians were greatly augmented by 
emigrants of the better sort from far 
away France. Had Cabet been a 
more clever business manager and a 
wiser leader than he was he could 
have accomplished much more for bis 
growing community than he did. The 
Icarians showed themselves to be 


exceedingly industrious body of men 
and women. They tilled the soil, 
wrought at trades of various sorts, 
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and Cabet himself established i 
printing office and published a num¬ 
ber of books and pamphlets in French 
and German. 

Cabet’s Glowing Visions. 

One of these publications—a pam¬ 
phlet of twelve pages—entitled, “If I 
Had Half a Million Dollars,” is dated 
at Nauvoo, 1854, and presents Cabet’s 
new plans and aspirations. He said 
that with half a million dollars in his 
possession he would be able to estab¬ 
lish his commune upon a scale both 
broad and generous. He drew some 
pretty pictures of comfortable homes 
fitted with every modern convenience; 
of fertile farms and flourishing fac¬ 
tories; of well-equipped educational 
institutions, theatres and play 
grounds, all in the finest possible 
style. A charming picture this t but 
| done in the most perishable of pas¬ 
tels—a mere fancy to be blown away 
by the winds of stem reality. The 
Icaria of today is a contrast to the 
















description put forth by its founder 
of what might have been. History has 
it that Cabet displayed a spirit of 
dictatorial arrogance after a few 
years’ residence in Nauvoo, and this 
brought about dissensions in the soci¬ 
ety which precipitated a quarrel end¬ 
ing in Cabet and his sympathizers go¬ 
ing to St. Louis. The lcarian leader, 
fanciful and enthusiastic to the last, 
died in the latter place on Nov. 8, 
1866, at the age of sixty-nine years. 

In the meantime several Icarians 
had taken up their abodes in Iowa, 
and the few who remained in Nauvoo 
after Cabet’s departure went back to 
France. The property was disposed 
of and the one-time prosperous Icar- 
ian settlement went out of existence. 
About sixty persons settled the Iowa 
tract of land and started in anew 
loaded with debt and pinched on every 
side by poverty. At first they were 
compelled to live in low mud hovels 
and when they finally could afford to 
erect homes of logs and boards they 
considered themselves exceptionally 
prosperous. Their living was of the 
cheapest sort and they practiced the 
most rigid economy in all things. This 
is a practice, however, little in vogue 
imong them. 

Icaria is now extinct as a commun¬ 
istic settlement. 

This is the story in brief of the 
rise and vicissitudes of the remark¬ 
able communistic colony of Icaria. Its 
makers have attempted to realize the 
democratic communism of the old 
Utopian philosophers, a fact which 
makes the experiment valuable as 
such. Disappointing as its career 
certainly is, the history of Icaria is 
an interesting one, and the recording 
of its experiences points a sociologi¬ 
cal moral that needs no iteration to 
give it force. 


THE ICARIAN 
COMMUNITY 

V<^AT nauvoc 

- - 

0 C TBy C. P. Dadant 


I I have been requested by the edi¬ 
tor of this paper to write some in¬ 
formation, for the benefit of our 
young people, about the French 
lcarian Community which existed in 
: Nauvoo some 70 years ago. This re¬ 
quest was brought about by the fact 
that I delivered a talk upon that 

1 same subject, to the Kiwanis Club, 
during the summer. 

< 1 feel better,able to speak on that 

: subject than the average citizen, be¬ 
cause, although I never did belong 
to that colony, I was associated and 
very intimately acquainted with 
many of its members after its dia- 

2 pensal. I married' the daughter oi 
one of its oldest members. 

First, it may he advisable to throw 
, a little light upon the words, “Ccm- 
j_ muni sin, Socialism ” which at pres¬ 
ent, in our newspapers, are almost 
considered synonymous with "anarch¬ 
ism amd murder.” The average man 
has never inquired into the meaning 
of the words. Many people who con¬ 
sider themselves as Socialists or 
Communists, know but little more 
about those things than the man on 
the street. 

Socialism represents the associa¬ 
tion of three powers which consti¬ 
tute society. Usually, people speak 
of only two, Capital and Labor, 
there is another, just as import 
Talent. We can readily see the v 
of all three in the big dam that was 
built across the Mississippi 
some 12 years ago. Talent, under th( 
figure of Engineer Hugh L. Coopei, 
came to this locality to examine the 
projects of the local men. He em¬ 
ployed dozens of other men of talent, 
draughtsmen, surveyors* hydraulic 
engineers, electricians, made a great 










number of plans, measured and sur¬ 
veyed the River, sought men of 
money, purchased machinery, hired 
laborers and went to work. But 
without the millionaires who furnish 
ed the funds, without the 2, 
000 men who did the manual work, 
what could he have achieved? What 
could the laborers have done without 
heads to pla'n and capital to furnish 
the tools? 

Some laborers would have us be¬ 
lieve that labor could do it 
all without help. But capital is the 
accumulated result of labor and many 
laborers never try to accumu¬ 
late anything. Talent Is the 
accumulated result of study with 
the use of brains, and many laborers 
are vmalble to stfkiy. All three of 
these powers are needed, but what 
causes friction in social intercourse 
is that, instead of being friendly to 
one another, those three powers are 
antagonistic. True Socialism, sooner 
or later, will be the force which will 
cause them to see things in their 
’true light and really associate 
together for results. 

Communism is quite a diffe r ejit 
State from Socialism or our present 
Individualism'. Communism is the 
idea of social organization, ou the 
precepts taught by Ch’-ist “Love one 
(another; help your brothers.” Com- 
taunism would have all men throw 
their efforts in the hoflp of one an¬ 
other, join in owning all things to¬ 
gether, work unanimously for the 
Common 'good 1 , and ask only that 
which each needs, according to the 
me,ans of the entire association. It is 
a beautiful doctrine; but an imrer.- 
sible one to put into practice, for all 
human beings a”e selfish; each, with 
only a few exceptions, wishes to get 
all he can and give as little as he. 
can. The Russian Communists are 
composed of both selfish and devo¬ 
ted men; they are probably begin 
nirag to realize that the doctrine is 
impracticable. 

Cabet, the leader of the Icarians 
of Nauvoo, was a highly educated 
Frenchman, quite a dreamer, who 
conceived the idea of taking his fol¬ 
lowers to a new land, in order to 
trv rurain the idws sustained hy 


philosophers of the past, inch as 
Lycurgus, Plato. Thomas Mo ns 
Babeuf, Robe'-t Owen and others. He 
was of the opinio i that the cause of 
failure of Communism in previous 
times was due to its having hee > 
tried under the influences of indi¬ 
vidualistic conditions. He thought 
that if he could take devoted men. 
away from the influences of our, 
selfish conditions of society, he 
could train them to become true fol¬ 
lowers of Christ’s doctrines of mu¬ 
tual love. He wrote several books on 
this snxbject, besides a History of the i 
French Revolution. The book entitled 

‘‘Le Vrai Christianisme” (True Chris 
tianity) made a comparison of the 
ideas developed in the Gospels with 
the maxims of Communism, showing 
the similarity between them. An¬ 
other book, which was really the 

cause of his having gathered to¬ 
gether a number of enthusiasts, was 
“A Voyage to Icaria. It was a fan¬ 
ciful account of a trip to an island 
in the Greek seas, Icaria, where lha 
ui KuiAfi oq cq p&soddns aiat\ apjoad 
the delightful way described by him 
as Communism, each working for the 
common gopd, each getting the neces¬ 
saries and the superfluities that the 
Community could afford. Of course, 
in such a “Land of Cockayne” all was 
for the best and everybody was 
happy. 

This book created quite a furoo 
among the reading public of France, 
shortly before the Revolution of 1848. 
Many people ridiculed the ideas ex¬ 
pressed. But many, like the followers 
of Robert Owen, concluded, with 
Cabet, that this beautiful dream 
might be tried and proved sane. 
Some 1200 to 150® people volunteered 
to join Cabet and throw what little 
they possessed in a trial of Com¬ 
munism in a virgin country. 

Cabet, like all educated dreamers, 
had no practical knowledge. Without 1 
giving a second thought to the pos¬ 
sibilities of reverses in a new land, 
he bought, sight unseen, several' 
thousand acres of land from a land 
agency, in Texas. Then he sent 09 
men to cultivate the land, build j 
houses and begin a settlement. 

















u'iiKLCKitiy» men who in us voi- 
unteered to settle in the new country 
and brave the fatigues of pioneering 
were not farmers. The French farm¬ 
ers, at that date, some 80 odd years 
ago, were not sufficiently educated 
to read Cabet’s books and become 
enthused. His followers were doctors, 
lawyers, professors, civil engi¬ 
neers, writers, tailors, shoemakers, 
millers, carpenters, eta Only two 
were tillers of the soil. 

Can you imagine this crowd of 69 
mien going by ship to New Orleans, 
then taking a boat up the Red River 
past Shreveport, up along the north 
border of that uninhabited Mexican 
territory, Texas, which had 1 just been 
admitted in the Union as a State? 
No houses, very little timber, unculti¬ 
vated fields, somewhere near the 
present site of Bonham, Texas. They 
worked and wo'Tied 1 there about 
three months; some died of fever, 
most of them reiturneji on foot, with 
all sorts of hardships, to New 
Orleans, in time to find 1 there their ! 
wives and children, with several 1 
hundred settlers like themselves, I 
who had just arrived with their j 
leader Cabet, from, France, hoping to j 
find an eldorado, a land of promise, 
flowing with milk and honey. 
Imagine the disappointment of the 
host! I 

Luckily for them, the Mormons ' 
had been driven from their homes in 
Nauvoo, only a couple years before. 1 
Some had abandoned their Homes, 
others had sold them for what they 
could get, a cow, a horse, a yoke of 
oxen, and had gone to Utah. Many , 
empty houses could be had, rented or 
bought for very little money. So the ! 
Icarians went up the Mississippi by 
boat to Nauvoo. There they settled j 
temporarily, waiting for anotr.er 
homestead, which was bought in 
Adams County, Iowa, a little iaier. 

In Nauvoo, the Icarians attempted 
to follow the methods of the settles. ■ 
They cultivated land, managed a ! 
flour mill, a distillery, and a few In- )'| 
dustries. But although those men !< 
were all bright, intelligent men, who| 
were leasers in their trades or In- ; 
dustries they could achieve rofii'jg 
in a community where ambition was 
crushed hy the fact that not ond of j 


I them could expect to raise himself 
above his peers by his ability, since 
communism means working together 
for the common good. ' 

That there were many capable men 
among them may be noted by the 
fact that one of them; Piquenso d, be¬ 
came the architect who made the j 
plans of the Springfield State House, j 
Another, Caud'on, settled in Warsaw,! 
after the disbanding of their organ¬ 
ization and became president of the; 
Warsaw Woolen Mills, whose splendid; 
factory is now occupied by the Huis- 
kamp Shoe Factory. Others establish- 1 
_ ed successful enterprises, in Ksokuk, 

< St. Louis, and other cities. 

The ^Community at Nauvoo lasted 
about eight years. At the end of that 
time, a rupture came in its ranks. A 
part of the membership emigrated to 
Corning, Iowa, wherd they remained 
ir, a small association for some 29 | 
years.. Now, they are all scattered hi j 
the United States. We still ' have | 
among us some cf the descendants 
of the Communists. The grandfather* 
of E. M.'Leroy was a leading member, i 
His father, Marcel Leroy, whom 
many of our citizens have known, was 
private secretary to Cabet when 15 i 
years old. The father of the Baxter 
brothers of Nauvoo, was a Com¬ 
munist, So was Mr. Pageot, whom j 
some of our citizens will remember. , 
So was Jules Renaud, father of the j 
jeweler of Keokuk, Emil Renvid. Mr,! 
Renaud was one of the organizers of j 
the Iowa Community and often told j 
me of his trips, on horseback, from 
Keokuk bo Corning, through a wilder- j 
ness inhabited only by a few settlers 
and a number of Indians. 

I spoke of only two tillers of the 
soil among them. They were the 
Champeaus, grandfather and uncle of 
Michael Champeau, who is again 
practicing the occupation of his , 
grandfather, who was a gardener in 
tha vicinity of Paris, in his you"g 
days. He had been taught Intensive 
gardening and: often told me, for I 
knew him well, that near Paris, 
where land Is exceedingly high in 
value, they often raised seven crops 
of vegetables on the same soil in one 
summer. After leaving the Commuu- 
1 ity, he managed to make sr good | 













: living with a garden of less than 3 I 
acres. 

Tne members of the Icarian Com->N LIBRARIES 
munily were, almost without excep¬ 
tion, people of education, of munir- 
ing minds, with progressive ideas. 

The trouble was that they tried an 

impossible thing. Mam is born selfish BSCRIpxION LIBRARIES, 
and the only way for him to thrive 
is to be placed in ci.rcumstan'■ es ; 

where he cam be useful to society 
while doing tiie best he can for him¬ 
self. But to my mind the men who ary 
believe in those social questions and’ 
are willing to try them' at their own 
expense, as these people did, are to 


be praised for their faith and their 

If it were mot for the men - 

who try new things, we should neve 1 '- 

have had steamboats and steam * 
horses, nor electric telegraph, elec-ss’n...„. 

ric lights, electric power, automo- '_ 

dies, wireless telegraphy, etc. We 

do mot know what the future has in - 

store for us, but we would not pro- 
gress if it were not for the cranks 
whom the masses despise. 
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FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES, BY COUNTIES—ON A MUNICIPAL 
TAX BASIS. 
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Des Momes ... 
Des Moines ... 
Des Moines ... 
Des Moines ... 

Dubuque _ 

Dubuque _ 

Epworth .. 

Fairfield_ 

Payette - 

Forest City ... 

Hopkinton.".! 

Indianola _ 

Iowa Palls ... 

Lamoni _ 

Mt. Pleasant _ 
Mt. Vernon ... 
Orange City .. 

Oskaloosa _ 

Pella _ 

Shenandoah ... 

Sioux City_ 

Storm Lake ... 

Tabor _ 

Toledo.. 


j.uiuer uonege __ 

Normal & Business College. 
Des Moines College_ 

Grand View Colleger.'!"”’ 

Highland Park College_ 

Dubuque College _ 

Wartburg Theol. Sem_ 

Epworth Seminary _ 

Parsons College _ 

Upper Iowa University_ 

Waldort College_ 


Simpson College_ 

Ellsworth College 
Graceland College 


aeeiauu college _ 

Iowa Wesleyan College_ 

Cornell College 
Rapelyc College 


uenirai (jouege_ 

Western Normal College. 

Momingside College_ 

Vista College_ 


Leander Clark College 


Hugo Keller .... 
Eva M. Page... 
Rae Stockham . 


Emma L. Kirk_I!!!! 


J.. L. Dickerson.t—. 
Marion Bollman ... 
Maide Baker .. 


Carrie Reynolds_ 

George N. Briggs... 

Ruth C. Logan_ 

May L. Fairbanks... 
Thos. E. Welmers—. 

Millie Carter _ 

Rosa E. Lewis_ 


Mrs. Jessie H. Jackson. 
Edith Cooke _ 






























































































































































^ //£/ 


{?«. <y s 


7* AC, 


l&J&L 


, „ / : ^f?‘ ^ : « ,: 7 C ^^ £- 

^ (. t y ' / i * r< , c, i/t i^i/ rfa °/..'i * t /<r7* <■-/'*fa- 

fa , /i 5^>-z /1 ffrfay 7 - £ /fa, / (ryi/ r it / 

'ffxA. fifa-o^c,C'ffa'd ~ /fa/x, #- /^xfalfafa fa~ 

_ /iL.tyU? ^Z l -fa j-&U> -x c ftfa? _ ^ 

^ > 1-^1,'i z^YCo-o /fa-c/t* £-<??-J /Tr-t / 7$. fa/0C^t,cfat *-^-~> 

A ffa/" *^ ^\/ &'''-*''Z f ~ZTZ l~faf jfa 

fl yxXfa /-tS~ fiifa' failrzistJ^ A<-W_t_j __ 

A ^ C<^1 fa*, fa, &, ^y *, t/'fafa? Lfa — 

fafa >4L* 

£fay~zfacfa--~- /xr- — /faisf //^j-o t<^ /Tj^a 

^-zczz’*.^ z 5 *^ t ^e^-t^-o 7 


y 


< 7 


' i?< p—7 .SX fa-> ft' * 1 2 i 2 2 E tA^fafa fa / ^ l fac^t- £■£ i 

?- & /c /^vvj 

A~l^ifax/ t^tfa f/t/s , A< 


XzA l 


y<. 


0~2/ifax/ /" l cy-t t -/ifa~y" 

A -/. fain/ i/'l t ^ - 

^ lh - r . 77—, 


/< 7?/A 


< /t S^yjfa ' yyerru 0~> x c^ My (^ ‘ 

c (si,> ? t > 1 f tSjf fafa l-fa / / A.Pizfa 
fa- 

/f t fa * r y ~ 




i fa 3ie/C— 








*^pr 




*/ X 





> {2 z0k^ <£<2- kt. kk^ 

’kk 



V t?~Z^Z'-I, Z r? £<p CO <ZX- 

/?<« ^ rr'/y^S^/A/^Jk < xV 
V'c \k. 


f 

£ u 

k y 

y ; 




%*- 

<y 

<L$aJ- 4* <^t 

jj-'-£S*- k2x^ <f C- <tk kLc ckL~ 

kl kPkz- z^ t~<2 kkz*~ *' ZZt^-7'Z i- ■**-■*'J 

/itL c^ asyki^ A&kkC- (?k&~ y/2z^ kj4^^y A^ 7?£c^ 
k2 z &kz^^z zk^<^ ct-<^ (V/P^kfcP- xx k?< <"<, — f /A&7 r *~ ~ 22-4k 

A£~ /PW'-Jr-Z*^ ^ 

siAp r T-' Z2 k /**' ^ s XV 

A/zA-*0k? S^—Z' * i ^ ^--«^-«r- - -- • 

Chr$~ ^Ak0^,0y~~ kj kU'*y Az&^ye 

Uk <a i^-y k? {/ * - — A ' *~ <0 Akc 'C S'<7-?^ - 
— o^p^olc^^ j ~—' l*~*~ A~o zi-i kz^A ** 

/^C. / k? j Al AAz yk^ zZkk tiz 

A 



s?kl 


/Zc^y- tAAa/r^-y, 

^ g k & 2 ? k c't-^ syft z-'k'*'*- * kTZ'&kc*. 'I—* —' 

Jkf44k C^ AA? 2 Z- J x <-1 zk 7 kk’-z*^ ^ 

^ *£- x^: kk-AAAy <0 

&-«<A*. A’tnt, ™— ^r^_r yy A_ y0y*** 

^ ^ ^^ - r ,, ^r A yy ^^y 

yy^-tkk /ky^y Zcz—zzi^yy *>*— kA4^ x— cy'&<0f~ *^f~ 
4_ / ^ w /T_ kZc* y^ kZA Azt~y*y~ 




z a* 

/Ac-<2- ^ 

Ok7 75^ . 


-A ^ ^ 

. t AAkkkx- X y 


7 


(/S r 7'?' J z z x 
^ V 


—-f— ^ 







^ 6 r;, 2 c' /zYY /^<z 

^ Oz^ \yS ~£ e~ -^-' v 



J%5 

^-ov. C*j//o- o-^Zo 

fo^Jzu. £y/< 
A " ^ ^ 


Y44 

t& l t<- /&<7~? 2 z 7 J 



"X 

yy s' 12 - *- ^ ^ 

/2^ c oC 6 yz& ^ <Y 

yYcyY^? ^<g_ 

y£^Ly— s4+\ i <• ■ ■ i * « — ■ ^ 

&szc-y4 X- ^ «- 


x^c. 

y —&+Jy£L 





Jlx ^e<?2-£ i^ 

. ^2 

t <y~ <55L^-~ ^2- aT ** ^ 

6 /£z, /^7^y -U^l _ 0€*y/0 jfeC-Y~~ 

JL^I ZUA- l c^-Y J? y>Y6 ^ 

/dz ?-i ✓•£<-. *-w x? ^ ^ j Azi «L 

& 'dfyr ^c^. 

Y d&<Z^ /Z-*-^. ^trztz- 

Z i ^(^z^y^'' r ~’ r*-^<^ Y /$&~°444yi 

^ 7$ydry/ i^trz^z^cZ od>6z^.^y 

/g Cas^Zt /-^ y(Jr-z^^ 65 <y^ 

azt A^^-^l. y6-7s-^?. 

x ttcyfaz *? t6&<65 

~(~6Z666'6 YdtZStf^ /j*<<a y 

>^y* #C ^ - - 

- JL ^ ^ /#! /? zC%y^. 5^-^Z s6n^ £ 

J6^ 7z6 65<- 'i l cs^Cd6 ^ />/<— ^ 

o/^>- P^l ^ / z~ yi*^ 

z5t^6^oC 4/ Y'**^'-' ^ 

y?s^-<fC /y'c <y £sYi ^ 

/5cY~t Y ^ < £*L 

/// 


/'I'-L^-'' 


-^~H 


A&ya l cy ?2 

‘S£jk£t&2£*^i2£F 


/?-2sfs-£i «. «?C 

y 7 ^' y?c^ 


& 












ZZttx-t^^ c t --^5<Z- < <£_ ^ ^/>^> 

^ yZ 7 ^ 


x 3 




xZ<?ypx3u ZB ZZ^ {2 
£<— Z?^ i t- -— Qp z+^Zc ^ £*- £/ /<2e 

/C&^^Jr _ cyffifcf. ^uz^ y%%s~ /2?L zz&xt. 


— y/Z Z/X^^-l^^ZZZ ^ &Z^ 2 -t_ ^Z-c^~Z c ^7^, jZ-ZZ^sZ' 


~Z'/<Z^ ^ix t>x?*- (p 

<P- 'T' Z t- 






r ^ 


ZZ~CX^ 


6 


aD 


Z220 / 7''^*bZ Z/sJxl 2 z&^~ s^cL, Zz.'Z * /^cv. 


^ ^ ^ ?zC &*x2^ 

/£ <c. /=€ / £ jfacSl*— 


V i PZ<* -'C 

L^V_ CsL^^JZXXrZ-ZL 



y ^ ZZffiL- 

<: / Hi^T^~,st jy (Z^Y^ 
if £*_^p /f ' 1 ^ ^ /ZZ’&PT*^ - 

__ Z <^y /ZZZZZZ^^^ ^ ~ O / - ■Z—z^^yr 

~ jZ ZX-^Z*~ /££'*—' A<-^~~i 

Zx/)r~ /$Xp lx-xB_^xP 

(ifiC*-^/— Z^ZB- 

(ZL^tZcBu ZZZ<$>- 



yz/i ^<Z- ^ 

(&49-1 ^ B't 


7 

*c~^yy Z' 

. yZZLx?- ZcYPbZ <*_» s*^<L 


oOz^jZs/r iZ^ z?± 
~^y szzz_ z*-i*^ 


<j2-ZB 



ZB ZLp. ZZ- 


-y~ ^ • ■ > - yA^ye^ ' ^ ^ 

ZXtL^ ^ z£- J^ ^ tX. 6JT£Zdkll_ /tLCt*^^ 

£L/Z Zfcz /'t^ •< r ^ 

y2-&~ <~<~*~ 

yZyx_^y A^ ZEZ>~Z<^ ^ 


*^y~~Z<z ^€*- 

X't^y^ Z3 / £/Zis2 <^*-^y /?>- 

y^L /Z/ZZt +-<2 s*--^/ZBt v# 




V 


Z r ‘<- '<j Yo—e*</ ^ z z^Z ^ 

' yL&L /ZZz a^r-r-£C s2< c ^ /Z171£^ ^-^ c 

i ^/ ^/2z? f « Z^ST < <V. <Z'*'-. 

















3(fti 


^ ^ s-jsl s^ /-£ 6 as- 0-*/ /Pfizer/ £Ccn*-+. 

^ /%P ^Z/'t/zz yZ^<_ - S2sC^±-y 

^ - — CyP^^-P c-^ Z^*e 

tfo<?<Z c^£^l~ yy c, ^ yy^y^^^Ay-zt^ 

y^k. t <^/z£^ ^2^y ^ y^y-a/ Au, 

/zzy^ y2 Pfc~ *y P%y y y^C 

^^2. -c-^- yy<-jf / y^^- «rZ y/^ z YY^*'*' J /yyi /« — 

-z^ —7 <c -» y ~~ c 'l z^x. ^ *~Y' y cPP^ 

yy^y y^y~y~ y J^p-rc^z*^ ^ts-z^-yy y^r s / Y^^<z 

, n ^>- 7- {3cri^y /y-z?~z^<~ yyc^^<^y^ 

<_y^ /<yy> yy yu?t^^ <^~~ 

Qy-&yy^ ^<S~ y?<P y?t'* ■*. <-^i_ 



Z^<P A-^Y^ &> 

yt*y /Zstyy^ts^y*^-^ r^&yy 

sYz<^£^- yytSLzy/EL 


ikJ^yy. 

WK. A 


y£i~* 




/A 


^ Z^y^cr #' 


artz***- 

k2y/~ j^criy?is 


T tyi-T-^p^ 

s _ _Z-z ^ ^ y^ty—z^ L^_ Z'X- 

?^y-y~ //i.^ y/^yzys 

c^ /^ /* Y' ~Y 

YyY yy&s / y^yf Ai y^y y?- ^ 

jh4/^7r-2*syLyy*c^ yy 

"yZZ . . . Z y j ^ " y*SZ^*C> y^y-y^-r X r < 

^ c^ P7^yyS^-^yz^ 

idft fi rsts k tfYjCs&TzPbtC / 



0 


VAMlTGRAFP gPMQ V? 




2 ^ /V” 2 2 *-+, 

° ^ ‘W* /- 

\/zsi^sc 

£c£^£/zS sy^^t Cfe ^ At ^t < -^ < *_ <r 

yy\ J. y ^ 

edit 0*- ^ —£~*" <r 

CF xJ 3 //^ -y -70*- * C 


A/ /f 7 s 1^1 2 t" fs- s v ^^'^- 



. 


x , // ✓ / ^r ^ < /f * 
£££ /- *, < Y- - '?/?, 


& 


!& S < 


p 

CS/ 2 ^ ZZ-^.^C r 


- 0 £ </r^> , 


^ .- ^w ^-2 / V <^» 

<___** P^-^, — 


>' 


+£-*.-+r*<%t. yj s^<? yy^Pa^yC <-? + 
7 ^ 

( 7 ^ 2 


y ysy^ 


y/st 


2^ ^jC^JZ. < Jt 

2 y^ 77 ± <_- ^ -< ^ ^^-yy^, ■ 2 ^ yy^^y. 

t*yyi P-&* 2 pP 7 * e ' ^ ^ Py 



-«p^_ ^ ^ <£*-*- 

*--*--Y s: 3 r^*—r~/y /<SL* _ 

^ 2 ^c .-<z£~ {/t^ ^y+ -* 

y£--L t^2~^ts ^ — y —<t-C 

ys f^ys p ^ yp<^y 

y?y ? A~ 

-^-z^c— /z 2 L*~. _<* y yL^c^ey^ ^ <_. 


^ y /fy~yy 

yp?- 2 2 -1 - > 
<?/// 


, ^ <L 




p y ^ i < ^ c^y y*- ^ 

yy* 2 ^< // tsp< 2 ^ * 


V 


y 


/; , 

?<>2 *' j 

y A/y^^ t ^c 

(< i <n t cy yi f <~ y i < cy^yy 2 t^r>-^ r ^ J 

£2t^..e f <-^% (?<z~-i-*^. S~ AL s^r(e~2f 2'~ jt 

^-<J /?’/^/ ^ <■ ^f/ i^?4S 22B - g>c^y~ 

^ csr ltd y/fcy J'lt l .r ^ 

d?y^ t^ 4 +- £rc y^y^ yaS? yy^< *c 








/ t ^y^/ f / e ' r s y £ ': 

$ 4 ^*-' ^ 'fX t ^ £j> ^'Z^Z^~<. 





/it rc ^' e ’ L 'yay 
y^x*^ ^/^^ye yyfx-z< y?^** 



5 ^W®a*C 


^^-^7 ^ ^ /W? xyyA^ 

C^ 'd yZy^xe^C 

y-yy^r £yC< t 

£) ^-<— <yyy<yS< y/^x ^ 

£*- ^y ' y ^ < y^^y£ X *y / <y <^' XX^'L-X^ 

A ^ «< j! . '^<L y^<<^/^ < 7 ?f 

v /{ /r &L. y^xff <Z^ <^ ^ > 2:<t^__ ^ yy ^Z y^/^<&y/c_ 

3 \/j 7 l^ 2>^ y ot. ^/v 7 r ^ ^ z^ 

*~ ^ ^ -^T ; y ^ x^^xi-L &Jyx^ 

' y r -j, y > y// xji s?* y?y s ^r s s ^ ^ 

r St'ys y&L ^ * y^y 

/*/t><2 ? ^ ** ^</ y y?^yx <yy<^y yyTs. 

& Cy/^~ /y S/^x (c?yrxxx dSJeS z </ 7 y% & s ^ 

// J2 f <e^_ jd^ySy <y?y'^7 £o <Zc £<£&<Z±-**-. 

/S' / / yyy^C y? y^G^ t 

%£& 

•*Z. C^ y y y* s x s? /\ ** ~ y^yy's * x^m-j **-xf 

S/y P<r x ^ <L (y<y—z.-t^y <e f *y y*' ^y* < 2 ^y~~ ^ 

- y 'f'y? y yy ^ /x> ^ 

^ &s~~y " J^L y^i^y yy yy&yr My^ 

/f i^-<? 'Z’ y 7 * <y'// r v^ yfr y / y * S'' </?yt 

d?r* 2 ~ j'-i z -z , ^ <<-^ ^ ^y^L. /yny%d^ yyiy^/y- 

^ //L t " z yj'y t ~y< (Z^" ^ J' ^ y^ y* < x*. 

sr ? < y yy*? ^^ yC /< lZ<2z^y^?f 
y/^tyL /'^c - 7 I (y^y^yi^ /^t- ^Ly. -y~y/zf A/T^t £i^C ^ 

^ ^2 *- ^ /Sy 'z ^t /i^ (a Sy yy*^ . — 


*f- 




tZ Z-Z r y 7 i * Z ^ <— <Zt * <^Z~^ Z* 77f x_ ^y'"?V <' <* S?^. 


*7 ^ V 

e<2//^/ <7 ^L. 

a^<-^ -^l */?€< /S -^t. 







„ 4 ^ ^ 



/z^/s 

^ ^ ^ ^Se^z^c <3(^2- t.^» - 

s-~^ J7^ 

^ 7?^*' * -Z<- C2eJ—3t -~, ^ -c Z#*-e. m 


-<K_ 

-*s=0- /J?' - /^c^. 


t_i? -e^ 






^ /^' ^rZZz <Q <^r- ,^C* . < ^ 

&yz*>y ^z<l *- 




- /?Z*s7~ ^Z-^/^zZ ' 2z^/z£7^~ 

//^ - ^ ~?Z ZL <*£ /7& <T *ZZ? <=^s yTtTt 


szz r * t* — 





Z /7 c z^fjk<<^ -- 

/77~7/^*-^~ _ <,<<? o~ ^/7n-^ /c 4? zzZ <£L7~~ 

/ C//- -L-'*—' <T </77? &*/'/’ ^C C7c&- Z^^ /7 r 

/ 7 ?^ 5 C^c^£- 




sc*2^ 


' <7 ^ { Zy^CMyZ^ Z* * 

~P*~ z- -*s^-c—«j£_ SJ/x s7£7 y/77y^/y^ 


ZoZ-Ljc7 


/^h^d2 <<{ /7yZ 

^ r ^ &Z/C 

Z Z-’/ '/ 7 ^ «£ /V 7 


^ z^7z7i^_ 




-t--w ' - ' 1 — ' ^ 

J^Lx 7 /2£2^~<£2^<tz^e 2^77^ 

S^/T* <^t/ 7 /%z227i t t f 2? /C ZfS^ 

'"**- c/i^/i strsy 


<*Z~ Zyy - 








vault 9 








’ 




C t/c**u/f3r 


-r 


'^z^t- t <L 

*£. 


lyL^ 7£iZ-j {?a~<. - t/C _ /4l- ZX^Zz^/c^r^ /<J / 

■4*'^ ^^ fc-'Pccrt*- ZZ&~Z*~'£zZ-^-^^-^sC— __ 


-i^PZ^zr t- 'i'L <- <:£- 




q/)usl^-- j^OZ^. 


Z^Z'S . 


>X &C- 

£js77^Lj/Z, 


fc-Z.L 




^£S)~- ^-zfizSz dZ^C z^2 Z- zz*-- 

/7 lyV ^-^'t t* U-^ - <L^izyp Pfcl zZ 


y^<t9Z?^z 

yi^-T -= <r <L 



zczc JZL 

> Z- "Z- , 

/ ^ 7 'L v> 

A-*~ Pc.9~U t-/' *Z /c> 


ZZ^-et Z>L t^ 

7Zf~Z ,— <?££— zP*?^Pz*-&zr^' 

/Zs? y s s S £ ^Z <—<sr /^**~-^ <^c 

~~ Z~ *~r. zy~z*. yXzz £ ~-<y 

sc ZZ «_, syz? /z<- 


T 


4 


X" 


z-'~~YyP zZ^^^z <y /A^j z * z-C- 


Z&z l1 y/ z 7 2-^ -t jy^ 

— /t- v_ X- <- 7 ^ is^zZt ^ ■* ^ -c 

(^JCzSLO^j^ Z?ZZ /£L~ 

- l^ZS-zJ^ - y^/2- z’-P- £>zyy^ (J^2zz 

t ^ ^ z?y yfyz, i 

z c<_^ (2&—i- z t- -t^-> ^ y — 4^-w. t <— tX 

<^7 /£ zZ2 't-~t- ^ZL £sZ-*~ «- y-ZZ^^ 

zt* 


<SzSi<^lz&/~ 

j ^(3 / i ^ 


Z>tz^ 

'zZ3>Z^l-z 



^C^K- Cz/z^z z 
Z?^ z - i-x. ^ ^zx^c z. 

/Z^z^ x^ <- ^-tzz^^z: /~ y/'p/z- z < i2^ ** z3 ZP"2 

Z2^<X—c^ zPZ^~-^y /Zs~~Zs~z^^C^ zy^- 
^ & -C A>c /Z/zze Z i^t-^ 

l~ ~z i t. 

sA£c Z*-z>t-^ * z^t ‘yZ?^ /hfc- z. t<^ 





ft 






-— 

ft7 Cpzy^^z 


. . ^ *i f Z?-z^<2 ^ 


Tftft 2 ' *■ *^<-C>Cc- -*X, — / ^ ^ ^**L P2-C<~ ^2 zPy^ftc? zPPPzC'^^y 

Qyy- ftp^-i^~y '^yr s^y <- 7~ ft? ^/f " 7 ** 


(PC ^ ^ -assc. ^*v 
S?7^-&^dZ^C. 



p? <cp <7 ’^p 2^^^ ^rr^ 

JZZl 

zSftt ? */> y^PO 



/Z-& 

Zcd-z d- 

- /^ -/ 

/7t-*— ftj < zP~Cft< «_ i ' t ^'ft t. z &- CZ 7 <-<- ftz-y^'Z— ft? *Z— 

(S -^C ft£/ ia- TCc*-- ft^dt^^^ft/C&-Z yftzy^. -t>^T- ^ST* flPs &^ AL 

T<^7 — / [pft~ / ' T^zp z- <p< 7S^Z7CC*-^ <ft y / /C<. 

P z ^ y*—l~~- 7tP<Z^—£ Z-- £-- z~ z ± -*. ^ P?t7C- 

?7 z7l Zy < /l^C.*-i~~~ ft ZZdZL <£ /C'^Z y Z-- P^> ~y~ft'^ ZZ*' Cft 

iftLl^Z^ypP ^ (7PpP~trC(^ ft Z^2< P y^ - <ft 7 ZPjijTcPCZ 
,_^_ a (cp z^p-dC*^ *d~z_ j7£*s-^p- 

JZP^-- CTzjffl- 

" ' ^iZz^ ft ft 

f d pz Z- d <- TTzZy y^fty ft 

/ZZTL. «^-cc {{Zed-? zz~ >y 



/^2-t^e- ey/^ z? 2&-7 Z?dCd <£-; 

'~ '"' *zC_ 



eft/t<^?^ft •p / fl~~ t**-*-^ fttp 

7i y L. z? <l <_ pp z 'i^ZZZCi t-'< ^ 

■«%/ ;: ■_, 

7T7.& 7 •^ 7 /_^ ZZ7z^k7CaC&~ 

Z$£/ / z zS~i^U 

7<-^~z.''ZZC' 

pZ- ' y ~ L *-'— sgL CP— ^ * 

CC P2- c* Cd ^ /Zt~ *■-£- rCTCCX. T^P. J7C. A ^P/<y 

cCTL <&z<~ & <>7- 

c<-y l A O r yi *~-P<~ ft 3L/tP J -ft JCtP-, zp^. 

^[sC^/Cdv -' 


/• 



, ft '* ft/Ct-tP-' /$ 


M: 



—ft^tz7< 

ft /£C pd-p^L 

Zl^d L, *— , 


ftftft ^/ft^ftTd*^* <Z7<z-z^ - 

ftu/</ctC- /aP-V'O PC^cZ-t*-^. 
CC+ ^ <- dftft ^ <Sp7 ^ w — 








^ V /-a-?* 

/7L^ <^_ ffii, <2*-Z 


■ -~*-<£^ . 

0-~-~& S^z&yCA^ 

—-t^ 4*. .' «- S 6-*. 



.. -___ _ 

//?- c ^ 

*--z *_. cc <£l ^<-~/'i~*r y'e ^-7 ^. / i~SZ^~ <2 

_ C^cfi—f. TL —j" —<y? ^-^<. -c^v 1 

, 


- /y- y^' — 

fi X c*-rv/~4 — ^ 2, ^ t ^_- 

_ ^ «>_ CB^ZE^ 


«<c 


Ge'c £<- S^- < ^^ / ^~~' 



yyy*-' '— 

-- jL^-J^a. U^Z- 

/c>-r*-£? £Z^-^ce- <-i <rZ ^Cc 

* <y ^ us^C~3 <tz {? y 
^ CZc^'iZi- 


y^ /<2~ 1-^. &c?—z i -L- 

/ 




<S-3 <2 c>ZA -/ZyyL 


Oc—»_ <. 










&—-&C-~x— ia- ^~~z^-i^ *2 

^h-ZvL 

£* z*~^A- ffezr >5 

^Laz-A^Z^ zAAA'L^ zyyr y yZ**-<-*A_ Z&~--^ 

/ ^ <5> ^‘ r ** r &ZcA—r~ *-Z?<-^ - V2_ zZAc-*-^ A~z^zZ-*^^ y& 

^2-A 7-i^ c2^y-y z>> yy-^-7^~yy y /^2i /^AaZ^lp 

-— /-c-v—n^a y, zks~~z'~z?—zZL CB<AAAc3^y^ 2*- <L ~z<-iP z%iz. ^ 


*->-*<_ c ^^ze^J 

? ^ < r^> 

7 2"2-*-«- ^ —- 



<3^7ZZy^ y^z*-J zAZ^ <&y 

- xz Zc~ /AZ^. Z<-a~. 

Z^i /Z Az^ z^ Z ,«^ <S<^/' /ZZ-^c^lA- ZP?-/L- Z~^^~ 

y /O^Jt^ 3^^ 3^y — /a-P—iz*-*? ZZ-&— Z5ca -— 

J^/' /^>— zAla-~ yZ^- ^ 2<Z 2 i aZA-<--<-, /ZtZc-'i 

sZZZe-'y'/Z'~~ ZaL- t /U^-^-iA'C? /A/aZA— ^5 ljC^cS~2. 

/ZzC^, Z^Z^^sAcaLA-^^Za-,ZZ <^ 


* A 


Aiala 


1 al-aLZ< _ L .._ 1>Z-r^- 

*y z~s%y^ y?/ c a <s'--z ^ , <L//^ ^ ^ 

fz~l^. / (At I i^-^t£<_ y /Ala-. /A2aT Z-/£^_> La^ AZZj ZSA/Za^A~ 

"z%— —^-=- r^2_ 2 , ^f . .' -,-Cr- 


■Zc^pr 


H. , 2^ 
J-v" /7 1 

/Xc 


/i^..<;c <A/Z<yA^Zz& x<l> 
zAzZA z y/ /•—za -•*_ y l *- r y<. i j Z^x-r-y l 

^ ‘-•v^ CSeA— —^7 ^_ AXZa ^^A^, 

*0 ZZ-yf £±J /ZZa*-aaA-c3 


A < '^r-r C Z l •~- 7 ^~ 

AZi.z2z zA j. / x’ , —z «. - • 


xAz^<x~z-a _- A~~~ Al<A~— 2? z^^ zZ- Za-p 






the newberhi 

LIBRARY 


77_ 



VAUUT" 3 r*rt 20^0 







/ 







^Sp 

% 

* Jr 






v 


0\i02 



















<2.c?q o 

iff WS> 


9 


THE CHICAGO DAILY NE 


CONE IN CAR.—BY GLUYAS WILLIAMS. 



Sift ON BACK SEAT Of CAR, 
BETWEEN MOTHER AND AUNT 
ELLA, HAPPILY LJCKIN6 ICE¬ 
CREAM CONE, YRVlN6 To MAKE 
IT LAST AS LONG AS POSSIBLE 


LICKS WRIST WHERE MELYllfe 
ICECREAM HAS RUN DOWN, 
MOTHER CRYIN6 TO LOOK OllT 
Y'5 DRIPPIN6 IN HIS LAP 


SUBMITS TO BEING MOPPED 

up and 15 Told hot To dilly¬ 
dally OVER HIS CONE ANY 
L0H6ER. 



MOTHER BREAKS Off HER, 
SCOLDING as she discovers 
that while mopping him 
UP THE CONE WAS DRIPPING 
ON HER 


AUNT ELLA ATTEMPTS t) ^ 
TAKE CHARGE OF CONE UNTiL 
HE'S READY 1b EAT IT, CONE 

starting to come apart; 
CHIEFLY ON HER DRESS 


DECIDES DISCRETION IS THE 
BETTER "PART, ETC., AND 

finishes cone hastily, 
PRACTICALLY in ONE BlT£ 


7-3- 


vilfutl&S 


puberty age and have been 
during a number of years of acne. 

The use of thyroid extract is, 
then another method of treating 
acne and I am passing it along to 
the .teen-age boys or girls and also 
to men and women afflicted 
acne who have been unable tc 
tain satisfactory results with the 
other methods of treatment— 
viosterol, pituitary extract and the 


New Guide-Lecture Tours 
Open Monday at Museum 


week’s series of guide-lec¬ 
ture tours at the Field Museum of 
Natural History will open at 11 
o’clock Monday morning with a 
talk on “Primitive and Civilized 
Peoples” by Miss Elizabeth Ham- 



Tuesday the subject of “Animals 
will be discussed by Miss Elizabetl 
Best. The subject on Wednesda 
will be “Minerals and Prehistoi 
Life” by Miss Marie Pabst. Sh 
will also discuss “Plant Life” 
Friday. At 2 p. m. on each of t 
days, and at both 11 a. m. ai 
p. m. on Thursday, will be 
eral tours of the museum’s 


COFFE 


in glass 


e Blend! Same 
Flavor! Same S 
still vacuum-pa 















